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Shadows of His Sacrifice 
  

An adaptation to audio by Eddie Fy of Leslie Hardinge’s book, Shadows of His Sacrifice.   

  

Introduction to the audio adaptation, by Eddie Fy. 

  

Knowledge of the Old Testament Temple and its services is not necessary for salvation, but as Christ was 

the anti-typical Lamb of God, knowledge of the Old Testament system definitely helps to build New Tes-

tament faith. A deeper knowledge of the Temple and its anti-typical services, construction, and furnish-

ings and how they related to, pointed forward to, and revealed “Jesus the Christ,” Matthew 16:20, is a 

valuable help in unfolding the New Testament. It is hoped that this audio book will be a valuable aid in 

building the faith of all, but it is especially aimed at Believers who do not yet have a significant knowledge 

of the Temple and what the intricacies of its services and rituals meant and who desire a deeper 

knowledge of, and growth in, Christ.  We must always remember, "Not by might, nor by power, but by My 

Spirit, saith the Lord of Hosts." Zechariah 4:6. 

  

and, "I am the Vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in Me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth 

much fruit: for without Me ye can do nothing." John 15:5. 

  

Credit is given to Leslie Hardinge, a Seventh-day Adventist author, and his book, Shadows of His Sacrifice;  

the content of that book forms the basis of this audio book, which is an adaptation that has been made 

with the intent of exposing more Believers in Christ to a deeper revelation of Peace and Rest. Since this is 

an audio book intended for all, it was decided to delete references which only Seventh-day Adventists 

would recognize, as such references might prove, especially in this audio format, a special cause of dis-

traction and confusion to non-Adventists without the text; otherwise the original text is generally intact. It 

should be noted that these deleted references do contain valuable information; those who wish can pur-

chase the original printed work online, the book is also downloadable as a free PDF. No attempt has been 

made to describe charts or illustrations; and because editing is so easy in this day and age and space is not 

at a premium, relative to 1958, whole texts have been inserted in many places rather than just the origi-

nal annotation of location.  

 

Please freely distribute this document, but only for personal and non-commercial use. Please also note 

that Dr. Hardinge's book also expresses this same desire, which is what we are doing, but in an audio for-

mat. 

 

Before we begin, please notice that both of the following texts reflect the typical/anti-typical sanctuary 

system of the Old Testament, thus demonstrating that Paul thought that there was great value in 

knowledge of the Old Testament system, as that system was the foundation of what we now believe, 

even though that system has been superseded. Much of the meaning is missing from the following texts if 

one does not have an understanding of the Sanctuary system. And, of course, this is true of many other 

New Testament texts as well: "Christ is our peace, who hath made both one, and hath broken down the 

middle wall of partition between us." Ephesians 2:14. 

 

and, "For he that is entered into his rest, he also hath ceased from his own works, as God did from His." 

Hebrews 4:10. 

  

The study of the Sanctuary is prompted by a desire for deeper spiritual discernment. We're told, "The 

natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he 

know them, because they are spiritually discerned." 1 Corinthians 2:14. 
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So, new creature, best wishes and happy hunting as you journey forward. No greater privilege, no greater 

adventure, or existence imaginable, is possible than what is freely offered us. Fruit given you and received 

during this journey is but a dim sample of what lies around the corner, when phase 1 of our journey ends 

in a surrealistic-hyper-realistic culmination that the prophets did their best to describe. Phase 2 of the 

incredible eternal history of mankind begins with the skies rolling together "as a scroll" as the Second 

Coming occurs. Isaiah and John wrote, "And all the host of heaven shall be dissolved, and the heavens 

shall be rolled together as a scroll: and all their host shall fall down, as the leaf falleth off from the vine, 

and as a falling fig from the fig tree." Isaiah 34:4. 

  

and, “And the heaven departed as a scroll when it is rolled together; and every mountain and island were 

moved out of their places.” Revelation 6:14.   

  

The pursuit of greater truth will never end. Under good circumstances, and Heaven is "good circumstanc-

es," learning is fun. We will never tire of it. We will never be bored. We will have Infinity to learn and In-

finity to do it in, all the while reveling in the Love of God; knowledge is pyramidal, so the more we learn 

the more we will be able to do. May this document be helpful. Onward! Upward! As we understand 

things, Law cannot exist without Mind, and Mind cannot exist without Law. All true law, whether it be 

Moral, Spiritual, or Physical, emanates from God's Mind. Matter is not God, but God sustains it and order 

prevails. God exists beyond His created Multiverse, beyond time, matter, waveforms, sequence. We, on 

the other hand, are presently beings of dust, and seeds; seeds that are pretty much clueless, and our con-

sciousness is based on sequence. Part of the sequence of life for any seed is death. Paul tells us that first 

we are, "sown, a natural body; and raised a spiritual body. There is a natural body, and there is a spiritual 

body." 1 Corinthians 15:44. 

 

God exists beyond matter as we know it; beyond the Multiverse and its dimensions and waveforms, and 

has no need of sequence. Jesus said that, "to God all are alive" Luke 20:38. 

 

The next step in our existence is unimaginable and much higher, as we share in the incredible gift of God’s 

nature after we experience  translation. "In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the 

trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. For this corrupti-

ble must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality." 1 Corinthians 15:52-53.   

  

God will dwell with us. "Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and He will dwell with them, and they 

shall be His people, and God Himself shall be with them, and be their God." Revelation 21:3. 

   

and, "I saw no temple therein: for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are the temple of it." Revelation 

21:22. 

  

We are corporately the Bride of Christ. "And the Spirit and the bride say, Come." Revelation 22:17. 

  

We know there is much more to life than we can see. We know this. This was actually one of the major 

points of the Sanctuary services. Of the need to acknowledge our need of guidance, Jesus said, “Enter ye 

in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, and many 

there be which go in thereat: Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, 

and few there be that find it.” Matthew 7:13-14. 

  

To provide guidance to an undisciplined, unruly, people was a primary reason for the Old Testament sys-

tem; it was designed to lift them to a higher level in every sphere of their existence; the mental, the phys-

ical, and the spiritual. There are many true paths leading to Christ, and though the possibilities of any path 

are infinite, making all of them initially very wide, every true path ends up being very narrow and culmi-

nates in Christ, our Interface given us from beyond dimensions, where mind is stored. Our bodies are 

hardware and software, basically waveform antennas. Christ inhabited Jesus, making Him  "Jesus the 
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Christ," Matthew 16:20, whose special purpose was, and is still, to communicate and interact with and 

intercede for lowly beings of dust with God; unfortunately for us every true path is difficult to the one 

who follows it, though outsiders often do not see. But, those who are on the right path know that there is 

no, and do not expect an, easy road. There never has been. Nevertheless, those who follow the true path 

don’t regret it.  

 

We are totally at God's mercy; if He were not Benevolent we would have no hope. Hope wouldn't even be 

a concept; as we know them, concepts are very dim reflections of the true reality, that which is beyond 

time and its waveforms, a higher form, eternal in nature. This is another lesson of the Tabernacle. At pre-

sent we are wonderful creations, but we still are very dim and corrupted images of the One; as we now 

exist, we are but hopeful reflections, reflections that must always start at the first chapter, the Beginning, 

of anything. But, before we do, notice that Christ says of Himself, "I am Alpha and Omega, the Beginning 

and the End, the First and the Last." Revelation 22:13. 

 

We now proceed with our adaptation of Dr. Hardinge’s book, Shadows of His Sacrifice,  the first chapter 

of which comes to us entitled with one of the names of Christ.  
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Shadows of His Sacrifice 

 
Study 1 - THE LAMB OF GOD 
  

The greatest privilege we can have is to study Christ. Every sermon should be an excuse for discussing 

Him. And yet, Jesus is one of the greatest mysteries the intelligences in the universe can contemplate. This 

very mystery was the basis of the success of Satan, because even the angels did not understand the true 

position of our Lord. The great controversies in the early church dealt with the nature of Christ. There is 

much discussion even now concerning His present ministry. The mysteries of godliness are to be subjects 

of study for the redeemed through all the ages which have no ending. God has chosen many illustrations 

to help His people to understand the person, mission, and ministry of Jesus. The clearest and most im-

portant of them is the tabernacle. It is a wonderful privilege in freedom and peace, through the help of 

the Spirit, day by day to seek an understanding of Jesus through the types and symbols of the sanctuary. 

Its services and sacrifices, its ceremonies and priesthood, designed by God Himself, help us to gain an in-

timate grasp of what our Saviour is doing in the heavenly sanctuary today. 

 

David sang long ago, "In His temple every whit of it uttereth His glory." Psalm 29:9 margin. 

 

Let us, by the help of the Spirit, examine the details of this tabernacle and hear the whispered message it 

rings of God's glory. This glory is the splendor of self-sacrificing love. Human ears may not be able to hear 

that utterance, but the Spirit will breathe it into hearts attuned. 

 

When Moses first saw the glory in the burning bush, he rudely rushed in to investigate. But he was 

stopped by a voice crying, "Put off thy shoes from off thy feet, for the place whereon thou standest is holy 

ground." Exodus 3:5. 

 

We should do this when we approach a study of the tabernacle. Many times the arrogant declare that 

nothing is symbolized by the details of the sanctuary. Rather should we say, "So far I have not seen what 

may be suggested. May the Lord give me insight." In this spirit of humble devotion, we are ready for God 

to open our eyes to help us discover wondrous things concerning our Lord depicted in the fabric and fur-

nishing, the priesthood and ritual of the tabernacle. This is the passion play of the ages. It is a divinely 

sketched portrait of Jesus the crucified. 

 

The Plan of Salvation Revealed  
 

Had there been no sin there would have been no sanctuary service. The fall made this necessary. The en-

tire ritual had to be unfolded in fuller detail as man lost his powers of mind, originally so keen in Eden. 

Sometimes questions are asked regarding the value of a detailed study of the sanctuary. "Why, when we 

have the Christ of the New Testament, do we need to go back into the Old?" I find no problem in the way 

of such a study. You have seen the beautiful illustrations in the books that are sold in the Book and Bible 

House. Do you think that the artist painted these from memory? Why no! He used many models. Now-a-

days these models, living and inanimate, need not sit for long hours before the artist. He simply takes col-

ored transparencies of the sections of his picture by posing the model for a few minutes. When he is 

ready to paint, he works these segments together, studying each part in detail. It is for a similar reason 

that God has given us the details of the sanctuary. We should study each part minutely. Only then will we 

be able to see Christ in His fullness. We can comprehend only one point at a time. Jesus is the Sacrifice. He 

is also the priest. He is the Shekinah, and He is also the veil. He is "every whit!" In order to discern the 

Lord Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God, the "one Mediator between God and men," 1 Timothy 2:5, the Saviour 

of the race, the Redeemer-King, we must synthesize all aspects of the tabernacle. While we may spend 

time on one part of His ministry, we should keep in mind that He is many sided. It is only thus that we will 
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come to understand, "the One Who is altogether lovely, the chiefest among ten thousand," Song of Solo-

mon 5:10, 16, our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 

 

After the fall, the Lord "drove out the man; and He placed at the east of the garden of Eden Cherubims, 

and a flaming sword which turned every way, to keep the way of the tree of life." Genesis 3:24. 

 

The word "drove" means "divorced." The divine Bridegroom was forced to divorce His bride! When, with 

tear-drenched cheeks Adam and Eve, driven by sentinel angels, left their glorious home, God set up sym-

bols of the plan of salvation that were later expanded into the model of the tabernacle erected by Moses. 

At the gate of Paradise was seen the Shekinah. There were the Cherubim. There, too, was the lamb slain 

by the hand of Adam, its skin covering his nakedness. The altar was there to which Cain brought only a 

meal offering while Abel also brought a lamb. He brought both, for there could be no burnt offering with-

out a meal offering. For his refusal to obey God rejected Cain's offering. For 1656 years at the cherubim-

guarded gate of Paradise the righteous came to worship, bringing their sacrifices. It was by means of that 

gleaming sword, shining through hovering cherub wings, that the way to the tree of life was to be kept 

open. The word "kept" was first used by God in directing Adam and Eve to dress and  "keep"  their garden 

home  (Genesis 2:16). It means to preserve, observe and maintain. So the way to the tree of life was to be 

observed and preserved for those who would eventually find their way back to glory. When, "the Word 

was made flesh," John 1:14, this glory was revealed fully, charged with "grace and truth." John 1:14. With 

the sword, there are two edges to the Word---grace and truth. "Thy word is truth," John 17:17, Jesus de-

clared. The inspired word reveals the theory of godly living. Grace is the power of Christ which enables us 

to practice the theory day by day. 

 

At the Garden's gate God "placed" the cherubim (Genesis 3:24). The word "placed" comes from the same 

root as "Shekinah." God's glory dwelt, as in light, between the wings of the cherubim. This glory illumined 

the road the sinner must travel back to God. It was here the true worshipers assembled. The Lord showed 

His acceptance of Abel's offering as fire flashed from the glory and consumed the sacrifice. The Shekinah 

could be a consuming fire. God asks the question, "Who among us shall dwell with everlasting burnings?" 

Isaiah 33:14. 

 

The answer is not the way Satan has made men believe, that the wicked burn forever! Only the righteous 

will dwell with God in glory (Isaiah 33:15-17). To live with light, we too, like John the Baptist, must be 

"burning and shining" John 5:35 lights, warming as well as illuminating.  

 

 The Lamb of God 
  

In the initial story of the unfolding of the plan of salvation there is no mention of a lamb. We have to wait 

over two thousand years for a reference to this sacrificial animal. Let us follow a father and son as they 

journey from Hebron "to a hill far away." One morning a cloud gave them the sign which Abraham had 

seen in vision. Bidding his servants wait at the foot of Moriah, he and Isaac plod up the steep escarpment. 

On the way the boy asks his father, "Behold the fire and the wood: but where is the lamb for the burnt of-

fering?" What was the old man to say to his eager boy? "My son," he replied, "God will provide Himself a 

lamb for the burnt offering." Genesis 22:8. 

 

They go the remaining few yards to the top. The explanations are made. Isaac helps the trembling fingers 

of his aged father to bind him to the altar he himself has assisted in erecting. The last farewells are said. 

Abraham lifts the knife to kill his boy. Then comes from the throne a call from Christ Himself, "Abraham! 

Abraham!” Why do I say that Christ spoke? Because this is a personality trait. We find it recurring in the 

repeated names, "Martha, Martha," "Jerusalem, Jerusalem," and "Simon, Simon." An angel flies at Christ's 

behest to hold that plunging arm. The knife falls clattering to the ground. What tears of joy race down 

those two faces! Brushing them aside, Abraham looks and there is a ram with a crown of thorns (Genesis 

22:13). This he sacrifices in the place of his son. How thankful he must have been! The question which 
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rings through the ages is Isaac's, "Father, where is the lamb?" It is never answered in the Old Testament. 

We turn the pages between the Old and New and reach the same hill country. The descendants of the 

same father and son are there. The same query is on every pious tongue awaiting an answer. John the 

Baptist suddenly raises his arm and, pointing to Jesus of Nazareth, settles for all time the quest of humani-

ty by his declaration, "Behold, the Lamb of God!" John 1:29. Now the Lord has provided Himself, the Lamb 

for the offering. 

  

Israel Organized 
  

While some details of the sanctuary system were given at the Garden of Eden, the fullness of revelation 

was not reached until Israel was encamped around Mount Sinai. Marshalled beneath its craggy brow were 

some three million people, just come from Egypt. They had pitched their tents in a large plain. The Lord 

called Moses into the mount and showed him a miniature model of the sanctuary in heaven, commanding 

him to supervise the erection of a similar structure, around which the entire life of Israel was to be orga-

nized. At the time of the crisis connected with the golden calf the tribe of Levi had been selected for min-

istry, while the family of Aaron had been chosen for the priesthood. Twelve had been made up by honor-

ing both sons of Joseph, Ephraim and Manasseh, with tribal-ship. The tribes were organized around the 

tabernacle in the form of a hollow square. The organization of the tribes is described in the second chap-

ter of Numbers. In the center of the square are the court and the tabernacle. The reason why artists have 

not illustrated it in this way is because the sanctuary appears so small. In most of the pictures you see, 

several scales are used--- one for the encampment, another for the court, another for the tabernacle, and 

still another for the furniture. Because of this a very vital point is missed, that the distance from the edge 

of the encampment to the sanctuary was considerable. To the east was the standard of Judah---a lion 

(Genesis 49:9). To the south was the ensign of Reuben--- a man (Deuteronomy 33:6). To the west was the 

flag of Ephraim---a bull (Deuteronomy 33:17). To the north was the sign of Dan---an eagle. Jacob had de-

clared Dan to be a serpent (Genesis 49:17). The Jews tell us that the men of Dan altered their emblem 

into an eagle, the killer of serpents! Thus around the camp were the lion, man, ox, and eagle. These four 

faces are seen in the cherubim (Ezekiel 1, 10; Revelation 4, 5). When the children of Israel marched they 

were to keep a distance of 2000 cubits between the ark and the first rank of the people (Joshua 3:3,4). It 

is understood by the Jews that the nearest the encamped Israelites were to come to the ark also was 2000 

cubits. This would make the hollow square 4000 cubits to each side. 

 

How long is the cubit? Daniel says the golden image Nebuchadnezzar erected in the plains of Dura was 

sixty cubits tall. This would make one cubit equal one and a half feet. We learn that the sanctuary was 

eighteen feet tall and eighteen feet wide, because (Exodus 26:16, etc.) informs us that it was ten cubits 

tall and wide. How can this be? One cubit measurement equals 1.8 feet in contradistinction with the other 

cubit which equals 1.5 feet! But there is no problem. From (Ezekiel 43:13) we learn that the cubit used in 

the sanctuary and temple is a special cubit. "These are the measures of the altar after the cubits. The cubit 

is a cubit and an hand breadth," the Lord says to Ezekiel. A cubit is the length from the elbow to the end 

of the middle finger. You can go to the East today and watch men selling cloth by the cubit. You will have 

lots of fun when a tall man comes to purchase material from a short store keeper. You will listen to East-

ern politeness as they discuss who shall do the measuring! If the seller is a big man he will suggest the 

short purchaser measure. If, on the other hand, the purchaser is tall, he will want to measure and the 

store-man will demur. The sacred cubit is one hand's breath longer for good measure. 

 

The 4000 cubit hollow square covered quite an area! The tabernacle would be two thirds of a mile from 

the nearest tents. This arrangement looked forward to the time when the twelve tribes of the redeemed 

of the Israel of God form a hollow square with Christ in the center. Right in the middle of this cleared area 

the tabernacle was set up. It was surrounded by a court one hundred cubits long and fifty cubits wide, or 

180 feet by 90 feet. The walls of this court were made of the purest white linen, and were nine feet tall. 

This courtyard was divided into two squares. Each was fifty cubits square. Into the right hand square the 

penitents might come. The common people were not permitted in the left hand square. In this only the 
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priests might go. In the center of the eastern square stood the brazen altar, while in the middle of the 

westerly one was the ark. To the south of the medial line the laver was located. "Northward before the 

veil" was the place of sacrifice (Leviticus 1:11). At right angles to the medial line were the three veils, one 

leading into the court, another into the holy and the third into the most holy place. The holy place also 

consisted of two squares, ten cubits to the side. In the center of the more westerly square, the altar of 

incense was placed so that its four corners pointed toward the four points of the compass. To the north 

and south of the eastern square the table of shewbread and the seven-branched candlestick stood. The 

most holy place was a perfect cube. In the center of its floor the ark of the covenant rested alone. 

 

Thus the plan of the tabernacle was based on a square. The court was made up of two squares. The holy 

place was also two squares while the most holy place was one. Its shape was a cube. The new Jerusalem is 

in some ways the ultimate realization of the symbol of the most holy place. Its length and breadth and 

height are all equal (Revelation 21:16). At the heart of the city is the antitype of the ark, the throne of 

God. So there stretched from the Garden of Eden to Mount Zion a representation of the purposes of God 

for His people depicted through the symbolism of the tabernacle. Picture if you will the millions of Israel 

gathered about Sinai. In the center of the encampment, arranged systematically tribe by tribe, is the tab-

ernacle. It is surrounded by white linen curtains nine feet high enclosing the court. This curtain has an en-

trance only at its eastern end. Two thirds of a mile away in all directions the tents of the people are 

stretched. 

 

 The Way of Cleansing 
  

Let us imagine that somewhere in the camp a man sins. Conviction grips his heart. He must go to the 

sanctuary to gain cleansing! Picture him as he brings his sacrificial animal. I am asked, How many offerings 

were presented by the Israelites?" How much would a bullock cost today? $300? How many of you gave 

one offering to that amount in 1958? There are a few hands. I don't think we are too different from an-

cient Israel! There would not have been too many of them who presented bullocks. How much would a 

sheep cost? $25? A few of us gave single offerings of this amount. You know, I think if we had lived in the 

time of Israel, we would have been out in the wilderness looking for turtle doves or young pigeons! The 

Lord understands our weaknesses and so provides sacrifices to meet all our needs. 

 

Let's return to our sinner. He sets out from his tent across the open space, two thirds of a mile, in sight of 

all. Would it be presumptuous to imagine what his fellows were thinking? How fast gossip would start! 

Somebody might whisper to his neighbor, “I heard him quarreling with his wife last night, that's why he's 

going!" Somebody else might start for the tabernacle a couple of days after income tax returns were 

made and his neighbor would say, "His conscience is hurting him!" In spite of all this, the sinner must walk 

that distance by himself to find the way into the holiest of all by faith. As he came nearer there stretched 

in front of him a white wall taller than he was, apparently without a break. What does fine linen symbol-

ize? Yes, the righteousness of Christ (Revelation 19:8). Somehow he must enter the shelter provided by 

this emblem of perfect purity. Imagine him standing before this curtain, wide and high. He can't see over 

it and so he passes along it, trying to find some chink. As he rounds its eastern side, he sees a curtain of 

different materials. It was made of wool, blue, purple and scarlet in color, together with fine-twined linen 

and gold. The old Talmudists say that the blue had a cast of green. Scarlet is the color of blood. Purple is a 

mingling of blue and scarlet. 

 

Last year a Hebrew lady, Mrs. Amram, spun these colors for us. She took the blue and the purple and the 

scarlet and the gold, as the Rabbis record that Bezaleel did. Six strands of blue and one of gold were sepa-

rately spun. Then with one further strand of gold she twisted the three separate cords into a single strand. 

On a warp of fine linen she made a weft of this color combination. All the three veils were made of the 

same stuff, only their size and decoration were different. The veils leading into the holy as well as the 

most holy place were ten cubits high and wide. But the veil from outside into the court was only five cu-
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bits high, while it was twenty cubits broad. It has the same area as the other two. The innermost veil was 

the most gorgeously embroidered with cherubim and palm trees. 

  

The Veiling of His Glory 
  

While the sinner was still some distance from the eastern entrance veil, he would see above it the black 

skins covering the tabernacle. The Bible tells us that it was roofed with badger skins. The Hebrew word 

refers to a now extinct amphibious seal. In (Song of Solomon 1:5) the king imagines he sees the tabernac-

le "black as the tents of Kedar." The sanctuary might be likened to a jewel casket fifty five feet long, cov-

ered in black. It was not till the inside was seen, gleaming with gold, brilliant with the light from the gold-

en candelabra and the splendor of the Shekinah that its true beauty was realized. Outwardly there was 

little beauty that we should desire it. Within its heart were wonders unfathomed. It is so with Him of 

Whom the tabernacle is a type. Of Christ it was prophesied, "For He shall grow up before Him as a tender 

plant, and as a root out of a dry ground: He hath no form nor comeliness; and when we shall see Him, 

there is no beauty that we should desire Him." Isaiah 53:2.  

 

But to return to the veil leading into the court. Of Christ's ministry Paul says that, "He hath consecrated 

for us a new and living way through the veil, that is to say, His flesh." Hebrews 10:20. The veil is therefore 

a symbol of the humanity of Jesus. The human body of Jesus is the veil through which alone we can reach 

the glory of God, and by means of which the glory of God shines into our hearts. 

 

Go out on a sunny day and look at the sun through your handkerchief. You will see through the interstices 

of the warp and weft the shining’s of light. It is so with our Lord. If we look at the effulgence of the sun 

with eyes unprotected, we would be blinded. If we saw the fullness of the glory of God, we should perish. 

So God has proposed, through the interstices of the warp and the weft of the fabric of the humanity of 

Christ, of His life on earth, to reveal to us those rays of glory that our human limitations can see without 

being hurt. So, as the penitent looks through the outer veil, he can see something of the glory which lies 

within. As the priest bids him enter the court, he will see a similar, though more luxuriously embroidered 

veil leading into the holy place. Christ is still the way here as He has been the entrance. By faith the peni-

tent can see the innermost veil, and the thought would be fixed in his heart that, "there was none other 

way under heaven, given among men, whereby we must be saved." Acts 14:12. Jesus said in truth, "I am 

the way.” John 14:6. 

 

In the court justification by faith is taught. Its furnishings and ritual illustrate this teaching. The only way 

to reach it is through the veil, Jesus Christ. In the holy place sanctification by faith is revealed. The only 

way to gain this is through the veil, Jesus Christ. In the most holy place glorification is depicted and the 

only way to gain this is through the veil, Jesus Christ. Christ is the gateway to every stage of Christian 

growth. And when we get through the innermost veil into glory, then will be fulfilled the promise of our 

Lord to His church, "To him that overcometh, I will grant to sit with Me in My throne even as I am set 

down with My Father in His throne." Revelation 3:21. 

  

As the penitent with his offering reaches the outer veil, a priest is there waiting for him, who, like the Fa-

ther, has seen him coming a long way off and has gone to meet him. Perhaps he puts his arm around him 

and says, "Son, Find life and peace." The priest then lifts the veil and bids him enter through this multicol-

ored symbol of the person of Christ. In the court he carefully explains to the sinner the meaning of what 

he sees. The priest himself is a type of Christ. 

 

Before them is the brazen altar. From its top smokes the burning sacrifice. Before the altar is a pile of ash-

es. These are exposed for a while before removal, to emphasize that a full and complete sacrifice has 

been made. They speak of penitents forgiven. As the priest leads the sinner south of the altar there will be 

seen the laver between altar and veil, slightly to the south. To the north stakes driven into the ground 

mutely tell of sacrifices bound to die. The entrance to the holy place is barred by another veil, but beyond 
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it they can dimly discern the glories which cannot be seen clearly. The priest who has seen this glory 

speaks to the sinner of what lies in the holy place. The Shekinah, manifest to Moses in the burning bush, 

glowed in the tabernacle. The same acacia wood of the bush formed all the wooden parts of the sanctu-

ary and its furnishings. Just as the bush was draped in splendor, so the tabernacle was irradiated with the 

glory of God. This glory had streamed on Sinai. As a pillar of fire it had led Israel through all their weary 

wanderings. Now it hovered over the sanctuary. Whenever it moved, the priests took down the tabernac-

le and with ark leading, followed the light. When the Shekinah stopped, they placed the ark below it, and 

erected around the entire tabernacle and encampment of Israel. 

 

Jesus is that light and fire. Where he leads Israel must follow. Where He bids them stop they must pause. 

Around Him all the activities of His people should revolve. Fire accepted Elijah's sacrifice on Carmel. Fire 

descended at Pentecost in the form of cloven tongues to speak the Word. In the lives of the apostles, the 

Word, too, became flesh. Then that Word, incarnated in Christ, was incarnated in the church. Moses' face 

shone with glory. We beholding, may also become, "changed into the same glorious likeness of Christ 

from glory to glory.” 2 Corinthians 3:18. 

 

There was one glory in the court-- justification; another in the holy place---sanctification; still another in 

the most holy place--- glorification. This glory is revealed to make us like Him-ineffable mystery! How may 

we, creatures of clay, men and women of sin-how may we be like Him? The radiance that shone from the 

acacia bush hid the leaves and branches from Moses gaze. He saw only glory. The glorious grace of Jesus 

will hide our humanness, too, and reveal only His radiant likeness. 

 

As the penitent stands in the court and contemplates all the possibilities which stretch before him, I imag-

ine the priest explains to him some of the ways by which he might go from his tent of sin and meanness 

and iniquity, through stage after stage, through door after door that symbolizes Christ, until finally he 

stands in His presence unafraid, a privileged son of the King, and "joint heirs with Christ," Romans 8:17, 

sitting  with Him in His throne forever. Christ promises, "To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with Me 

in My throne, even as I also overcame, and am set down with My Father in His throne." Revelation 3:21. 

 

May God keep before us this glowing vision of possibility! May He undergird us with power to put the 

theory of truth we know so well into practice day by day. May God illumine our minds with His Spirit to 

study each day the various aspects of Him Who is altogether lovely, the Chiefest among ten thousand, our 

Elder Brother! 

  

"Wherefore in all things it behooved Him to be made like unto His brethren, that He might be a merciful 

and faithful high priest in things pertaining to God, to make reconciliation for the sins of the people." He-

brews 2:17. 

  



“Not by might, nor by power, but by My Spirit,” saith the Lord of Hosts.” Zechariah 4:6. 

 

 

Shadows of His Sacrifice           

P
a

g
e
1

0
 

Shadows of His Sacrifice 

   
An adaptation to audio by Eddie Fy of Leslie Hardinge’s book, Shadows of His Sacrifice. His original work is 

available for purchase online, or downloadable as a free PDF. 

 

Study 2 -  THE ORDER OF MELCHIZEDEK 
  

Today we study the priest-hood. The word "priest” is a corruption of "prest", which itself is a contraction 

of "presbyter." This in the English for the Greek word "presbuteros," meaning an older person, or an elder, 

the patriarch of the family to whom the others look with respect. Adam was the first priest. Abraham was 

a priest too, and so was Noah. The fathers of every family were priests until the time of the golden calf. 

Then Moses drew a line and said in effect, "Who is on the Lord's side? let him come unto me." And all the 

sons of Levi gathered themselves together unto him." Exodus 32:26. The tribe of Levi responded. The Lord 

said, "Because Levi has been faithful, I will choose the priests from among them." Deuteronomy 21:5. 

 

Centuries before, Levi had been cursed. In his dying prophecy Jacob had declared of Levi, "I will scatter 

thee in Israel.” Genesis 49:7. This curse proved to be a blessing! In taking the priests from the Levites and 

then scattering then among the tribes, God disseminated the ministry of reconciliation to six cities of ref-

uge throughout Israel. Next the Lord chose Aaron of the tribe of Levi to be high priest because he com-

pletely repented of his sins. As a result of this experience, Aaron was able to lead the rest of Israel into 

perfect penitence. His eldest son after him was to be the high priest while the rest of the sons of Aaron 

were the common priests. So the organized priesthood of Israel started. 

  

Basis of the Call to the Priesthood 
  

But the tribes of Israel had the patriarchal system of priestly leadership behind them for a long time. In 

consequence a conspiracy against the Aaronic priesthood was stirred up by Korah, Dathan and Abiram  

(Numbers 16).  Dathan and Abiram were the first born of Reuben and of all the tribes, and so of the tribe 

of Levi, too. Korah headed the tribe of Levi. If the priesthood was still to be based on birth, one of these 

men should take Aaron's place. But the Lord settled this problem simply. He said in effect, "Each of you 

tribal leaders bring his staff of office inscribed with his name and, Aaron, you write your name on one, and 

we'll put all twelve rods before the ark." Numbers 17:1-9. In one night that dead old stick of Aaron's bud-

ded, blossomed and produced almonds! And forever, by that miracle, was settled the dispute regarding 

the divine authorization of the Aaronic priesthood. He, in Paul's words, was no longer a priest by any car-

nal commandment, but his authorization was through the power of a resurrection life.  Hebrews 7:16. So 

with Jesus, His priesthood rests, not on any law of human genealogy, but on the power of a resurrection 

life too. That budding, blossoming and fructifying rod was placed in the seven-branched candlestick. Exo-

dus 25:33. Each branch of the candelabra was, as it were, an Aaron's rod in symbol. It was a type of new 

life, and upheld the lamps in the tabernacle. And so of Jesus, the antitype of the candlestick it could be 

said, "In Him was life, and that life was the light of men." John 1:4. We will never uphold light until we 

have that life that first buds and blossoms and bears fruit to God. So the Aaronic priesthood rested on the 

new birth, on a new life, symbolized by the resurrection of a stick! And upon this regenerated life the me-

diation of the priest was based. 

 

The priest must live an exemplary life. If he had any spot or blemish---a finger cut off or a foot injured or 

something wrong with him---he could not be the representative of the One who is altogether lovely and 

utterly perfect. His diet was carefully regulated. He could not drink alcohol, nor was he to defile the body 

that in a special sense was a temple of the Holy Ghost. His wife was to be chosen with the utmost care. 

She was to be a member of the priestly family, and there was to be no stain or wrong living in her reputa-

tion. His place of abode was designated. There were six cities in which he was to choose to live. Those cit-
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ies were placed strategically so that in times of emergency the children of Israel could come and obtain 

justice and instruction from the priests. "Cities of refuge." Wonderful name! The communities of priestly 

homes were "cities of refuge." Now let us pause, a moment to see the application of that to ourselves so 

that we can bear the thought in our minds in our study this morning. How many of His people did God 

design to be priests ultimately? Yes, every one of them! That is what He told Israel.  "For thou art an holy 

people unto the Lord thy God; the Lord thy God hath chosen thee to be a special people unto Himself, 

above all people that are upon the face of the earth." Deuteronomy 7:6. Now Peter takes this text and 

applies it to all that come to Jesus Christ and are built up into a spiritual temple as living stones upon the 

foundation that no man can change. We all are to be, "a chosen generation, a royal priesthood." 1 Peter 

2:9. 

 

The Order of Melchizedek 
  

There is, however, no royal priesthood organized in the Bible. What tribe had the kings? Judah! What 

tribes had the priests? Levi! You can easily trace those two services---one of priestly ministry and one of 

regency---for centuries. In the second century before Christ, the Maccabees established the independ-

ence of the Jews in defiance of the Greeks and later of the Romans. Then for a period of some sixty years 

there were two kings who assumed the authority of the priests---only two, and they were criminals! The 

royal priesthood was a failure. But, yet, all Israel was to form such a priesthood. The Lord has given only 

one example, in the whole spectrum of the Old Testament, in whose life these twin rays of royalty and 

priesthood are blended successfully. Do you remember his name? Melchizedek! He was king and priest. 

Have you wondered why his name, Melchizedek was not translated? "Melchishalom!' has been translat-

ed, "king of peace." Hebrews 7:12. But "Melchizedek" is not translated. It is transliterated, put into Eng-

lish characters. God wants to call particular attention to its significance. It means his kingdom is right-

eousness. 

 

Melchizedek is the example of royal priesthood. When we, God's people, become kings and priests, it is 

not after the order of Aaron but it is after the character of Melchizedek. But to revert to the Aaronic 

priesthood for a moment. In those six cities of refuge, the priests lived to administer justice. They were 

the judges. If a man by accident killed somebody and fled to the city of refuge for sanctuary, the priest 

was to protect him until his side of the story was heard. Then they must pass judgment in order that true 

justice might be administered. The death of the high priest cleared all penalties. In the fifth chapter of 

Hebrews, Paul tells us that no man took this office to himself but those who like Aaron were called by 

God. So the first point about this priesthood is that God calls. For the divine call to be effective, there 

must be a hearing and obeying ear on the part of Aaron and those who are called as he was. God invites 

us to enter His service. Jesus calls us all! When He had called Aaron, He told Moses, "Bring Aaron to the 

door of the tabernacle." Exodus 29:4. How old was Moses when he was thus instructed? Eighty! His 

brother was two years older. We see those two brothers, walking step by step toward the east gate of the 

tabernacle. They lift the veil and enter the court, making their way to the laver. The Mishna tells us that 

the Levites had built a little enclosure to make the next part of the ceremony private. This ceremony is 

described in the 8th chapter of Leviticus. Having brought Aaron into this small pavilion by the laver, the 

Lord told Moses to take off his clothes and bathe him. Now, Aaron must have washed himself many times, 

but this washing he could not do for himself. It is a cleansing that only God can perform for mankind. 

  

Robes of Righteousness 
  

Let us think about the laver. Of what was it made? Brass. Where did the brass come from? Yes, women 

who worshipped! What did they contribute? Looking glasses. Now, looking glasses are symbols of the law 

according to James, "For if any be a hearer of the word, and not a doer, he is like unto a man beholding his 

natural face in a glass, For he beholdeth himself, and goeth his way, and straightway forgetteth what 
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manner of man he was. But whoso looketh into the perfect law of liberty, and continueth therein, he being 

not a forgetful hearer, but a doer of the work, this man shall be blessed in his deed." James 1:23-24.  

 

But can the law ever cleanse? Never! And so the Lord put in the laver the cleansing agency, the water of 

His word. They went to the laver, and Moses washed Aaron. Then he dressed him with four special robes. 

They were each woven of fine linen. Aaron was to put on shorts from his waist to just over his knees. Over 

these shorts he was to wear a white robe that came just above his ankles, with sleeves to his wrists. His 

waist he bound a white belt or sash or girdle, as our Bible terms it. On his head he placed a turban 

wrapped round and round, with an end hanging down his back. This is called a miter. These were the four 

garments. Incidentally, they were also worn by the ordinary priest. Only once a year the high priest minis-

tered in them. It was on the day of Atonement that Aaron, clad in the garments of an ordinary priest, 

functioned on behalf of all the people in the most holy place as a climax to the year's services. 

 

Now these four garments, all of fine linen, represented Christ's righteousness. We read, "And to her was 

granted that she should be arrayed in fine linen, clean and white: for the fine linen is the righteousness of 

saints." Revelation 19:8,  and, 

  

"Who is this that cometh from Edom, with dyed garments from Bozrah? This that is glorious in His apparel, 

travelling in the greatness of His strength? "I that speak in righteousness, mighty to save." Isaiah 63:1. 

  

This foundation of the character of heaven was placed upon Aaron. He did not possess it intrinsically. He 

did not buy those robes. They were provided by God. He did nothing to obtain them. When he had been 

cleansed, he was dressed in them. They are emblems of righteousness that we do not earn that is given to 

us to cover the shame of our nakedness that results through our rebellion and sin. Now, over those four 

white garments, the high priest had other garments that were for, "glory and beauty." Exodus 28:2. The 

first was a robe of blue wool, woven in one piece, reaching from his shoulders to below his knees. It was 

without sleeves. On the hem of this robe of blue were arranged golden bells and pomegranates. These 

pomegranates were made of blue, purple, and scarlet wool in the shape of pompoms. 

  

Robes of the High Priest 
  

Over the blue robe Aaron was to wear a double apron made of the same material as the veils,---blue, pur-

ple, and scarlet wool, gold wire woven on a warp of fine linen. This was joined at the waist and on the 

shoulders. and was called the ephod. The ephod was embroidered with lilies. It was bound around his 

chest with a sash of the same material, blue, purple, scarlet and gold. The high priest was girded round his 

loins and round his heart. Bear this in mind when you read the promise of Christ's about being doubly 

girded. "Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth, and having on the breastplate of right-

eousness." Ephesians 6:14. On his heart the high priest carried a breastplate made of the same materials 

as the ephod. It was two spans long and one span wide. Folded double it was a square span. Reinforced 

around its sides with gold, it was held to his shoulders with chains of gold and tied to the ephod by rib-

bons of blue. Upon his shoulders were two onyx stones. Chains connected the breastplate with these on-

yx stones. On the breastplate itself were twelve stones arranged in rows of three. These gems were en-

graved with the names of the twelve tribes of Israel. At the right and the left of these precious jewels 

were the Urim and the Thummim. Through these two gems God gave judgments and made decisions. Up-

on the four corners of the breastplate were four rings of gold through which ribbons were passed and tied 

at the back to hold the breastplate in position above the heart of the high priest. Upon the shoulder onyx 

stones the names of the children of Israel were engraved, not according to the order of the tribes around 

the tabernacle as was the case in the twelve stones, but according to their ages. The six oldest were on 

the onyx stone to the right, and the six younger on the onyx stone to the left. Around the high priest's 

turban was a gold plate on which were inscribed the two words, "Kodesh Ladonai” or "Holiness to the 

Lord." Thus there were nine pieces to the high priest's garments---four white ones, then the blue robe, 

the ephod, the breastplate, the girdle and the plaque of gold on his turban. 
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All these garments are deeply symbolical. Everything worn by the priest was to be whole and without 

blemish. These beautiful official robes represented the character of the great Antitype. Nothing but per-

fection in dress and attitude, word and spirit could be acceptable to God. Christ's glory and perfection 

were represented by the earthly services and priestly ceremonies. Finite man might rend his own heart by 

showing a contrite and humble spirit. This God could discern. But no rent must be made in the priestly 

robes for this would mar the representation of heavenly things. Aaron's robes were symbolic. In all things 

we are representatives. The garments of the high priest were of costly materials and beautiful workman-

ship, befitting his exalted station. 

  

Symbolism of Color 
  

Now, how shall we discover this symbolism? A starting point is given in Ezekiel 1:16--"The appearance of 

the wheels and their work was like unto the color of a beryl..." This is a key text. Their work, the function 

they performed, was represented by color. The color green has always given us hope. How many of you 

have seen a rainbow? Yes, we all have! How many have seen a rainbow the color of an emerald? John did: 

"And He that sat was to look upon like a jasper and a sardine stone: and there was a rainbow round about 

the throne, in sight like unto an emerald." Revelation 4:3. 

  

The Lord takes out all the other colors of the rainbow and concentrates on the one that should speak 

hope to our hearts when He describes the judgment scene in Revelation 4, 5. How many have seen a 

rainbow that is a complete circle? They are rare. Most of them are semi-circular. The rainbow around the 

throne of judgment completely encircles it with hope. 

 

There is another color predominant in the sanctuary, blue. The children of Israel were told to put ribbons 

of blue on the hems of their garments and around their sleeves. What was that ribbon of blue to teach 

them? Faithfulness? Yes. Do you remember the statements that the Bible makes? What were God's peo-

ple to remember when they saw the ribbons of blue?--that they were God's people, that they were keep-

ing His commandments. "Speak unto the children of Israel, and bid them that they make them fringes in 

the borders of their garments throughout their generations, and that they put upon the fringe of the bor-

ders a ribband of blue, And it shall be unto you for a fringe, that ye may look upon it, and remember all the 

commandments of the Lord, and do them; and that ye seek not after your own heart and your own eyes, 

after which ye use to go a whoring. That ye may remember, and do all my commandments, and be holy 

unto your God." Numbers 15:38-40.  

 

The Jews tell us that the two tables of stone given to Moses were of sapphire-blue. This blue ribbon 

around the sleeves and around the hems of their garments was to remind Israel of the law of God. If I had 

a blue ribbon around my sleeve to remind me of the commandments of God, do you think I could cheat 

with this hand? There is nothing I can do with this hand that is wrong if I look at the ribbon of blue and 

remember the law of God. I have a fence about my feet so I can never take a step outside that ribbon of 

blue, outside the law of God. Bearing this in mind, I cannot possibly go far wrong. 

 

What does gold symbolize?  "I counsel thee to buy of Me gold," Revelation 3:18, the True Witness tells 

Laodicea. Gold represents faith and love---the love taking the precedence. Gold is yellow. Gold is used 

throughout the sanctuary weaving. Do you remember the story of how they made the gold wire? Bezaleel 

took gold pieces and beat them into flat plates. Gold can be beaten very, very thin. It can also be drawn 

through succeedingly smaller dyes. They knew how to draw gold in Egypt. But that was not the way 

Bezaleel had to make the wire, though it is the simplest method, he was told to beat the gold into plates 

and then cut them into strips with shears. These narrow strips he was to solder end to end, and so make a 

wire. Now, why did he do that? Gold represents faith. Does faith develop consistently without a break? 

No it does not! Mine does not! It grows a little while and then there is a break, and it grows a little while 

more and there is another break. That is what Bezaleel was taught. The development by faith is progres-

sive and spasmodic and linked by dark experiences. 
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 Words and Works 
  

Over the white garments Aaron wore a robe wholly of blue representing God's law, and teaching that only 

on a basis of Christ's righteousness is obedience to the law possible. Around the hem of this blue robe 

were bells and pomegranates. Bells give sound and pomegranates are fruit. So are illustrated witnessing 

as well as obedience to the law of God; that in turn is based on a foundation of perfect purity - white un-

der blue. Over the blue robe was worn the ephod. In the ephod there are complicated ideas. The gold 

represents faith and love. This develops spasmodically, but the great artificer can make its growth contin-

uous. He can join together our joyous experiences by little dark passages which might be represented by 

the solder. Then there is blue. This also represents the law of God. There is scarlet--- the symbol of flesh, 

of humanity. And there is a blending of the scarlet and blue into the purple. I heard Campbell Morgan 

some years ago preach a sermon on a text about "manifold temptations." 1 Peter 1:6.  He coupled with it 

a text which deals with "manifold grace." 1 Peter 4:10. "Manifold" means many-colored. Look at the 

drapes at the back of me. They are crimson, but you will see streaks that are darker. These folds make 

many shades. There are manifold temptations and there are manifold graces. Morgan used an illustration 

from his boyhood. He had been given a box of colors and delighted himself in taking different pigments 

and mixing them together. Take blue and mix it with yellow and you get green. So, Morgan recommended 

that when you are feeling very blue mix it with the sunshine of the glory of God, yellow as gold, and you 

will find yourself in the green pastures of the Good Shepherd! Take blue and mingle it with scarlet, and 

purple will result. This is the color of priesthood, and speaks of Christ. 

  

Codified Love 
  

The blue represents the ten commandments, the character of God---love. The ten commandments are 

codified love. The law shows what the truly loving will do in every circumstance. When God's character, 

expressed in Jesus, came down and combined with human flesh, our great high priest resulted. Paul says, 

"For as much as children are partakers of flesh and blood, He also Himself likewise partook of the same." 

Hebrews 2:14. Why? That He might become a faithful high priest. The ephod is made of blue, purple, scar-

let, and gold---as are the veils of the temple---representing the humanity of Jesus Christ. The girdle of the 

ephod was made of the same material as the ephod. Our high priest's heart is girded with the feeling of 

humanity. And on the ephod the breastplate made of the same substance was bound. On the breastplate 

the high priest carried the names of the twelve tribes of the children of Israel. And on his shoulders, upon 

the onyx stones he also bore the names of the twelve tribes. What do you do with your shoulders? Carry 

burdens? When a father picks up his son and puts him on his shoulders, that little fellow can go through 

all dangers! So the high priest bears upon his shoulders the children of Israel. Now, what do you do with 

your heart? You feel, you sympathize, you understand. And the high priest bears the children of Israel on 

his heart. He gives them all the sympathy they need, he gives them all the power that they need. He car-

ries them on his shoulders and upon his heart right into the presence of God. That is what he intends to 

do with each one of us. 

 

To the right and to the left of the breastplate were two stones of greater brilliance than the twelve gems 

called the Urim and the Thummim. The word Urim starts with aleph. This is the first letter of the Hebrew 

alphabet. In Greek the first letter is alpha. Thummim starts with tau. This is the last letter in the Hebrew 

alphabet and corresponds with the Greek last letter omega. The Urim and the Thummim represent the 

aleph and the tau. If you were depicting this idea in Greek, you would say alpha and omega or the begin-

ning and the end. We can express every thought within the compass of the 26 letters of our alphabet. So, 

the aleph to the tau; the alpha and omega; the A to the Z represents the vehicle for expressing each hu-

man thought. Jesus says, "I am the Alpha and the Omega." Revelation 22:13. Within the compass of Jesus 

Christ, the Father expresses every thought that He wishes for mankind. Jesus in the Word. He is God’s 

thought made audible, made visible, made tangible, made apprehensible, made incarnate. 
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Have you ever bought some gadget at the store and gone home and opened the package to read the di-

rections? Have you ever become more confused as to how to work it than you were before reading the 

directions? But, then, you get somebody who has worked the device and he shows you how to do it. He 

puts those directions into practice. Now you can work the gadget, too! That is what Jesus did with God's 

directions for right living. He took all the rules that man needs in order to get out of this world alive and 

sit on God's throne, and He put them into practice. He is the Word incarnate, the Word made human. The 

theoretical directions are in the Bible. Jesus took all those directions and lived them as our example. He is 

the Alpha and the Omega, He is the A to the Z, He is the Aleph to the Tau. The Urim and the Thummim 

were vehicles through which God revealed His will to Israel of old. 

  

How Israel Cast Lots 
  

You remember the instance when Achan stole things that did not belong to him? "When I saw among the 

spoils a goodly Babylonish garment, and two hundred shekels of silver, and a wedge of gold of fifty shekels 

weight, then I coveted them, and took them; and, behold, they are hid in the earth in the midst of my tent, 

and the silver under it." Joshua 7:21. As a result the blessings of God were withheld, and when Israel at-

tacked Ai they suffered casualties. Joshua was desperately discouraged. He fell prostrate before the Lord 

and made his confession. The Lord said in effect, "Joshua, get up. It’s time to do something! Get all the 

children of Israel before you---the twelve representative men---and by the process of elimination, discover 

who is the culprit." Joshua 7:10-15. So, all the twelve tribes, by their representative men were lined up. 

The high priest stood there in all his regalia. When the answer was, "No," a mist or cloud hovered over the 

stone Thummim. So, every question had to be put in such a way that it might have a yes or no answer. 

The twelve tribes stood there according to their seniority. Joshua, addressing God in the person of the 

high priest, asked the question, “Is it Reuben?" The answer was, “No!” And so a little mist hovered over 

the stone Thummim. "Is it Simeon?" And the answer, “No!” Again the question. "Is it Judah?" And like an 

accusing finger a ray of light shot from the stone Urim. It designated the criminal. The tribe of Judah stood 

condemned. The other nine tribes, I imagine, sighed with relief, feeling smug and self-righteous. The cul-

prit was being cornered. Now, the chief fathers of the tribe of Judah were lined up and slowly, inexorably 

justice was catching up with the criminal. At last "Achan, the son of Carmi, the son of Zabdi, the son of Ze-

rah of the tribe of Judah, was taken." Joshua 7:18.  

 

You will remember that when Saul and the children of Israel had problems after Jonathan ate honey, Saul 

said in effect, "We're going to settle this right now!" He put the royal family on one side and Israel on the 

other side to see where the crime lay. The high priest was there awaiting the question, "Is it Israel?" A 

mist covered the Thummim; therefore it must be the royal family. Saul and Jonathan were placed before 

the priest and Jonathan was taken. (1 Samuel 14:38-42.) Now, this process is called in the Bible, "casting 

lots." God led His people by a pillar of light, Urim, and by a cloud, Thummim. Paul declared that in Jesus 

Christ all the promises of God are "Yea and amen." 2 Corinthians 1:20. When God commands we should 

say, "Amen." In Jesus all God's will for us should be "yea and amen." On the right of the breastplate there 

was a pillar of fire. To the left hand there was the cloud. God was leading His people. Have you ever spent 

time trying to discover what the significance of each stone is? I recommend that you do, especially you 

rock hounds. Get those twelve stones. They won't cost you much. I have a collection of them. The last 

time I showed them in public, someone borrowed my ruby! If he happens to be in this audience, I would 

like it back! It is only a synthetic ruby anyway! Each stone has a special significance. It is interesting that 

seven of these stones are made of silicon-sand. They all belong to the agate family. Three of the others 

are made of alumina. They have clay as their base. These gems are crystalline sand and clay. Crystalline 

quartz forms the amethyst and the topaz, the chrysoprasus and the agate, the plasma and the onyx, the 

sardonyx and the sardius. All these gems were in solution some time. That is the strange part of it---they 

were all in solution. Suddenly when saturation is reached, crystals form. So too, with the ruby, the sap-

phire and the topaz. The best rubies are found in Burma. Why did they crystallize there as rubies? Never 

after are these stones soluble in water. 
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Character is Formed 
  

What does water represent? "And he saith unto me, "The waters which thou sawest, where the whore 

sitteth, are peoples, and multitudes, and nations, and tongues." Revelation 17:15. In the peoples and mul-

titudes and nations and languages the clay that is going to form the jewels of God is in solution. There is 

nothing to distinguish one particle from the next, one person from his neighbor. Suddenly the divine Al-

chemist causes crystallization. Characters are formed and thereafter they are never more affected by the 

solution, or environment, in which they happen to be. No one can ever predict where that crystallization 

will take place either in nature or life! You dig in mines and move tons and tons of dirt. Suddenly you 

come upon a gem! You move through thousands and thousands of people and suddenly Jesus will find 

one of His jewels. Chemically these gems are exactly the same as the clay and the sand, but the difference 

between a sapphire and the sardius and the clay and the sand is obvious. So it is with life. Each stone has 

a special significance. And when Jesus said, "Let your light shine," Matthew 5:16, He wanted the sapphire 

to shimmer with a blue color and He wanted the topaz to glow with a golden gleam. He wished the plas-

ma to emit a green sheen and He desired the amethyst to irradiate purple. The ruby does not quarrel with 

the sapphire or the topaz. Each gives out some special ray of the divine light and all together bring glory to 

the One who is the Light of the World. Each stone has a special significance. Find out the tribes that were 

inscribed on the appropriate stones and you will discover that the natural history of each stone gives the 

perfect environment for the development of the character of that tribe engraved upon it. You will find, 

too, that whenever character is completely developed, the natural tribe and the spiritual apostle, which is 

his counterpart on the jeweled foundation of the city of God, reveal the character of Jesus. These ultimate 

apostolic characters stand forever on the foundations of the New Jerusalem as witnesses of God’s trans-

forming grace, guided by the light, denied by the cloud, borne on the breast of the high priest, reflecting 

the glory of the shekinah. 

  

Our Ministry 
  

This priesthood reaches its fullness in the ministry of Melchizedek. The great question many people have 

grows out of the fact that he apparently had no father and mother. Ezra explains this to us. "The children 

of the priest .... sought to be reckoned by genealogy, but they were not found." Ezra 2:61, 62. That is, they 

were without Levitical father and mother and, as far as the priestly records were concerned, the only man 

who could be a priest was one whose father and mother were named in the genealogy. The Ethiopic, the 

Syriac and the Arabic versions say that "his father or mother was not found in the genealogy." Hebrews 7. 

How did Christ become a priest? Was His name found in the priestly genealogies of the  Hebrews? No! Is 

your name found among the Aaronic genealogies? No! The priesthood of Melchizedek is the priesthood of 

the anonymous. Living in a pagan city, serving God as His representative, Melchizedek was called by God.  

 

Ellen White, a Seventh-day Adventist author, tells us, "As soon as David was established in the throne of 

Israel, he began to plan for a more appropriate position for the capital of his realm. Twenty miles from 

Hebron a place was selected as the future metropolis of the kingdom. Before Joshua had led the armies of 

Israel over Jordan to the promised possession, it had been called Salem. Near this place Abraham had 

proved his loyalty to God. He had prepared an altar, and had laid upon it his only son Isaac, in obedience 

to the command of the Lord. Here had been the home of Melchizedek, the priest of the most high God, 

nearly nine hundred years before the coronation of David. It held a central and elevated position in the 

country, and it was barricaded by an environment of hills. On the north rose Lebanon, with its snow-

crowned heights. In order to secure this much-desired location, the Hebrews must dispossess a remnant of 

the old Canaanites. King David called for men to besiege and take the city, and the capital was moved to 

Jebus. This heathen name was changed to the city of David, and it was afterward called Jerusalem, and 

Mount Zion." (Signs of the Times, 6/22/1888, pp. 136, 703). 
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We as Christians are part of the priesthood of Melchizedek. We're also called to be representatives --- to 

reveal the truth of God and to perpetuate His law. This is the ministry of the anonymous believer, re-

sponding to the call of God, bearing the burden of the jewels of God on our hearts and on our shoulders, 

as God's great high priest did. We must be washed with the washing of the water by the Word, clothed 

with the fine linen of the righteousness of Christ, surmounted by the blue of obedience bringing forth fruit 

in witness, with our heads crowned by right thinking, marked with the holiness of God. That is a picture, 

first of the Lord Jesus Christ, and then a picture of what we should be. May God help us to fulfill that vi-

sion. 
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Shadows of His Sacrifice 

   
An adaptation to audio by Eddie Fy of Leslie Hardinge’s book, Shadows of His Sacrifice. His original work is 

available for purchase online, or downloadable as a free PDF. 

 

Study 3 – THE FOUNTAIN FOR SIN 
 

This morning we shall study what happens in the court of the tabernacle. You remember we left the peni-

tent, bringing his offering and being met at the door of the sanctuary by the priest. We have spent some 

time thinking about the priest, about his regalia and the meaning of his ministry. Without the priest the 

ritual of the sanctuary would be pointless because then there would be no one to minister the blood. The 

mediation of the priest is vital. 

 

The Priest of God 
 

The priest was a man who understood by experience the needs of his people. Christ could not become a 

priest until He had become a man. That is Paul's argument in Hebrews. His conclusion is: "Forasmuch then 

as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, He also likewise took part of the same … that He might be 

a merciful and faithful High Priest." Hebrews 2:14, 17. The incarnation of Christ is the essential pre-

requisite. No man from Mars, not even the Holy Spirit, could be a priest of the Most High God. The priest, 

Melchizedek, must be a man.  

 

The Court of the Tabernacle 
 

Pentecost was the sign that Christ's inauguration as our High Priest has been completed in the heavenly 

courts. Now, I know that Jesus Christ is, "the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world," Revelation 

13:8, but He died 1900 years ago. I know that Jesus Christ is "a priest for ever after the order of Melchize-

dek," Hebrews 5:6, but He was inaugurated 1900 years ago. While in the mind of God, Christ's entire min-

istry is eternally established, as far as man is concerned it functions in time. So the priest, touched with 

the feeling of the penitent's infirmity, "For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the 

feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin." Hebrews 4:15, met 

the sinner there at the eastern entrance to the court of the tabernacle and led him through the symbol-

ism of the articles of furniture in the court and in the holy place, helping him to carry out his part in the 

services. 

 

The Lamb of God 
 

Watch the penitent bringing his offering, be it bullock, lamb, turtle dove, pigeon, or if he could not afford 

that, a handful of flour. For our illustration suppose that he brought a lamb, an innocent, small creature. 

He leads it south of the altar and the laver, northward of the medial line, to a place somewhere before 

the veil. Standing at the place of death he lays his hands on the head of the victim. The Hebrew means 

that he leaned his full weight upon it. Picture a 200-pound man crushing a tiny lamb down to the earth! 

There was no floor to the sanctuary. God came down to earth to illustrate His plan of salvation. Can you 

see that little creature crushed, perhaps bleeding, with the weight of the sinner bearing him down? Let 

your minds encompass the scene of Jesus Christ, crushed and bleeding as the weight of the sins of the 

whole world are laid upon him, going out to die. And then, in silence, the penitent confesses his sins to 

God. When he has completed his confession, the priest hands him the knife. The animal is bound, the 

neck is stretched so that the face of the lamb is turned toward the most holy place. In one stroke the pen-

itent cuts its throat with his own hand. So I put the Son of God to death! Not the soldiers 1900 years ago; 
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not Caiaphas nor Pilate, not the centurion, I caused Calvary. God be merciful to me! The Bible says we 

crucify the Son of God! 

 

The Priest Applies the Blood 
 

The priest catches up the blood in a golden bowl as it flows from the dying victim. As far as the sinner is 

concerned, that is the end of his part. All he can do is to slay the Lamb --- to "crucify the Son of God 

afresh," Hebrews 6:6. There is nothing else he can bring. His sin has wages---death! Following the sacrifice 

the priest must take over, and do for the repentant sinner what he cannot do for himself. There were dif-

ferent kinds of offerings (Leviticus 4). In that presented by individuals the priest partook of the victim, 

identifying himself with it (Leviticus 6:25, 26). So Christ, Himself the priest, Himself the offering, shared 

the lot of the dying sinner. One of the questions that is often asked is: "How would the priest be able to 

eat all those sacrifices?" According to Rabbinic practice all he had to eat was a piece as big as an olive. 

There are some who think that this is a sanction for us to eat flesh. The symbolism is that the priest and 

the victim must be identified. The sacrifice must become part of him, bone of his bone and flesh of his 

flesh. This ritual illustrated 2000 years before it came to pass, that Jesus was to take upon Himself human-

ity, that our flesh was to become part of His flesh. 

 

In different sin offerings the blood might be ministered in two ways. It might be taken within the holy 

place and sprinkled before the veil. Some blood drops would get on that veil. Paul tells us that the bodies 

of those victims whose blood was brought within the tabernacle were burned outside in a clean place. 

"For the bodies of those beasts, whose blood is brought into the sanctuary by the high priest for sin, are 

burned without the camp. Wherefore Jesus also, that he might sanctify the people with his own blood, suf-

fered without the gate." Hebrews 13:11-12; Also, "And no sin offering, whereof any of the blood is 

brought into the tabernacle of the congregation to reconcile withal in the holy place, shall be eaten: it shall 

be burnt in the fire." Leviticus 6:30. This indicated that Jesus Christ died, not only for the Jews but for the 

whole world. The application of the sacrifice of Christ in not only to Israel but also to sinners everywhere. 

So when the blood was brought inside, the body was burned outside. But If the priest ate a token portion 

of the offering, the remainder of the body was burned on the brazen altar in the court. (Leviticus 4:30, 

31). Now I am going to synthesize all the kinds of offerings, because we don’t have opportunity to study 

the differences between the burnt, the sin, the trespass, the peace and the meal. Very, very suggestive 

lessons are taught by them all. The priest first had to take the skin off, and then he had to dissect the an-

imal. Paul uses that term when he tells us that we should, "rightly divide the word of truth," 2 Timothy 

2:15, in an expression taken right out of the sanctuary language. The victims had rightly to be divided---

the head separated from the body, the legs and the tail cut off, the viscera removed, and the body cut in 

two. Then each part had to be washed. When Paul says, "Cleanse it with the washing of the water by the 

word." Ephesians 5:26, the word he uses for regeneration in Titus 3:5 is "laver." "Not by works of right-

eousness which we have done, but according to His mercy He saved us, by the washing of regeneration, 

and renewing of the Holy Ghost." Titus 3:5. We are washed by the “laver,” through the Word. That is why 

the word must be applied instantly. It would be wonderful if my shirt could be washed out forever and 

ever, wouldn’t it? My shirt has to be washed every single day. The water has to go through it repeatedly. 

That is what the word has to do with my heart. It  cleanses it. When we allow the ideas of the divine word 

to pervade our minds, though we may not remember 100th part of what we have heard or read, that very 

process will wash our minds and cleanse them. And so, the body of the offering had to be washed in its 

sections before it could be presented upon the altar and accepted by God. 

 

Next the priest took up the various parts of the body, went to the south side of the altar and ascended the 

ramp. There in front of him were the logs that were to consume the offering. Now, what was the wood 

used? The Mishna tells us (the Mishna is the Jewish commentary on the Old Testament ritual) that the 

preferred wood was from the fig tree. Why the fig tree? What did Adam and Eve do with the fig tree? 

They pulled some leaves off and made the first hula skirt! It wasn't very good. It wasn’t very lasting. The 

fig tree is mentioned several times later in the Bible.  
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Buy a good concordance. Don't buy a Bible with a concordance in it. They are the most frustrating inven-

tions that were ever attached to a Bible. I have never found in a concordance attached to a Bible any 

verse I wanted to find---it was always missing! It adds too much weight to the Bible, and you will find that 

a Bible with a concordance breaks down. Now, this Bible my Mother and Father gave to me in 1930, I still 

use. Next year it is going to celebrate its 30th birthday. It has been bound twice. It is an excellent Book. I 

never mark the Bible, because what I want to mark today I find does not impress me next year. So, get a 

good Bible with good marginal references, and then buy a good concordance. With these tools collect the 

verses on the subject you wish to study, lay them down in front of you and meditate on them prayerfully. 

 

Look up the Bible references to the fig tree, and God will speak to your heart. With the fig tree in the Gar-

den of Eden providing leaves, we learn the lesson that the leaves of a fig are to be associated in our minds 

with man's own efforts to make up for his sinful nature by his own works. Christ told a parable about a fig 

tree. "He spake also this parable, "A certain man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard; and he came and 

sought fruit thereon, and found none. Then said he unto the dresser of his vineyard, “Behold, these three 

years I come seeking fruit on this fig tree, and find none: cut it down; why cumbereth it the ground?” And 

he answering said unto him, “Lord, let it alone this year also, till I shall dig about it, and dung it; and if it 

bear fruit, well: and if not, then after that thou shalt cut it down." Luke 13: 6-9. What was the total time 

for probation of that fig tree? Four years. The axe had been laid to the root of the tree when John the 

Baptist began to preach. "And now also the axe is laid unto the root of the trees: therefore every tree 

which bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire." Matthew 3:10. How much be-

fore Jesus Christ began His ministry did John begin? Six months. How long was Christ's ministry? Three 

and a half years. If you add six months to the three and a half years, you get four. At the end of four years, 

what did Jesus do to the fig tree that did not produce fruit? "And when He saw a fig tree in the way, He 

came to it, and found nothing thereon, but leaves only, and said unto it, "Let no fruit grow on thee hence-

forward for ever." And presently the fig tree withered away." Matthew 21:19. He rejected it. It died! The 

axe had threatened it four years before. When it failed to bring forth anything but leaves, the sustaining 

power of God's grace was removed. 

 

We may see in the court three items of particular significance. In the center is the brazen altar with the 

wood and the fire and the victim. To the south is the brazen laver, made of the mirrors of the women who 

came to worship. To the north is the place of sacrifice. At these three points of interest the method of 

God's dealings with sinners is illustrated. By fire, water, and blood our justification is achieved. Jesus told 

His disciples at the Feast of Tabernacles, "If any man thirst, let him come unto Me and drink, the water I 

shall give him shall be in him a well of water springing up into everlasting life.” This spake He of the Spirit." 

John 7:37-39; 4:14. Water is a symbol of the Spirit. Fire is an emblem of our God who "is a consuming 

fire." Deuteronomy 4:24; Hebrews 12:29. Blood is a token of the human life which the incarnate Son of 

God poured out on Calvary. These three symbols of the heavenly Trio, Who work in unison to bring about 

the justification of the sinner, are seen in the court. As we think of these symbols, there shine into our 

hearts rays of light, clarifying the purposes of God. We see the penitent stand in the midst of that three-

fold provision. He has nothing to present. His hand is dripping with the blood of the victim. The knife is 

there. He is the murderer of God! But there is built for him, by fire and water and blood, a platform on 

which he may stand just before God. When we come and accept this provision, when we take in what is 

meant by the fire and the washing and the blood, then our journey to heaven is begun and our way into 

the holiest of all made open for us. 

 

What does the sinner do as he stands there? He watches the priest eat part of the sacrifice, identifying 

himself with the victim, as Jesus was Himself the Priest, Himself the Offering. He watches the sacrifice 

presented before God. He sees God take it to Himself and identify Himself with it in that flame. The offer-

ing and God are blended. Thus man is justified. Justification is the work of a moment. It is the work of 

God. Man can do nothing about it. It is done for him. All man can do is to come and acknowledge that he 

has slain the lamb of God because he has sinned. By the services in the court, justification by faith is 

taught. So the penitent learns the initial lesson of Christianity. At this point the priest takes over. He car-
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ries a bowl filled with blood. What does this symbolize? God says, "The life of the flesh is in the blood." 

Leviticus 17:11. So the priest has in his hand a symbol of life. He takes this blood into the holy place. Let 

us watch him inside the holy place as he sprinkles it before the veil. As the priest stands in the holy place, 

he sees to his left the seven-branched candlestick, to his right the table of shewbread, and in front of him 

the golden-altar of incense. We shall have time for only a brief consideration of the seven-branched can-

dlestick. It is described in Exodus 25. 

  

The Candlestick 
 

The seven-branched candlestick was made by Bezaleel out of one piece of gold weighing a talent. He was 

told specifically that he was to make it with beaten work. It might have been poured into a mold and this 

would have been simpler. In order to make it with beaten work, the gold must be heated and allowed to 

cool, then it could be beaten with a hammer. It must be annealed again in the fire and beaten again. This 

process is kept on tens of thousands of times. If the metal smith stops annealing the gold it becomes crys-

talline and cracks into pieces. So Peter declares, "Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial 

which is to try you, as though some strange thing happened unto you." 1 Peter 4:12. The fiery trial makes 

us amenable to the hammer of the Word. It shapes us. "Is not my word like as a fire?" saith the Lord, “and 

like a hammer that breaketh the rock in pieces?" Jeremiah 23:29. So Bezaleel took this fine gold that rep-

resents faith and love, and he annealed it and beat it and made it into the form of a lamp stand. The can-

dlestick had a central shaft, with three branches going out at each side. The branches included the like-

ness of a bud, a blossom and an almond. This motif is seen In Aaron's rod that was resurrected. "And it 

came to pass, that on the morrow Moses went into the tabernacle of witness; and, behold, the rod of Aa-

ron for the house of Levi was budded, and brought forth buds, and bloomed blossoms, and yielded al-

monds." Numbers 17:8. It is the symbol of the new, regenerate life that brings forth buds, blossoms. And 

fruit---almonds. Christ said of this process, "First the blade, then the ear, after that the full corn in the ear." 

Mark 4:28. It suggests every stage of Christian development. At each stage we must be perfect in our 

sphere as God is in His. Now, how tall is this seven-branched candlestick to be made? The Bible does not 

tell us. We are told how tall the altar of incense is and how tall the table of shewbread is, but we are not 

told how tall the candlestick is. That was left up to Bezaleel. How high do you want to lift the light? That's 

up to you, too! God's ideal is higher than the highest human thought can reach, but it is up to you to 

reach it. Bezaleel could make the candlestick just as tall as he wanted to. We, too, can lift the light up just 

as high as we will permit God to strengthen us. At the end of each of these branches was a lamp shaped 

like an almond, a hollow dish. It had a peg beneath that fitted into a hole in the top of each branch. Each 

lamp could be taken off and oil and a new flame affixed. I was interested for years to discover where the 

wicks came from. The Mishna says that the used robes of the priest were used for this purpose. They 

were torn into ribbons and plaited into wicks. Now, tell me, what does the white robe of the priest sug-

gest to your mind? The fine linen is the righteousness of Christ! It is this that glows in shining glory in the 

darkness of this life! 

 

Oil is a symbol of the Holy Spirit. So it is the righteousness of Christ, suffused with the oil of the Holy Spirit, 

that is the agent of illumination. Where does the fire come from? The spark to ignite the light was brought 

from the brazen altar. The brazen altar is a symbol of Calvary. Each soul is to light his own taper. What is 

this taper? Solomon says, "The spirit of man is the candle of the Lord." Proverbs 20:27. You must light 

your taper at that altar too. And with the righteousness of Jesus Christ clothing you, filled by the oil of the 

Spirit, your life will be made incandescent by the glory of Calvary. You may lift that glory up on the 

branches, symbols of the resurrection life, just as high as you want! 

 

The Talent 
 

What is the only measure connected with this seven-branched candlestick? One talent. Christ told a story 

about talents. What did the fellow do that had one talent? Make a candlestick out of it? No! He buried it 
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in the ground, after he had wrapped it in a napkin! It wasn't that he hid it. He dedicated it to pursuits of 

this earth. But Bezaleel made the most beautiful symbol of the Christian that you will find out of this tal-

ent of gold. We have the same choice. How often was this candlestick lighted? Every morning and even-

ing. Who was to light it? The priest is a representative of Jesus. The candle of our lives, "the spirit of man," 

must be lighted morning and evening by Jesus Christ. What is our spirit? Shall I illustrate? You are just 

coming to church some Sabbath. You have spent a long time washing your white skirt that has 378 pleats 

in it! You have ironed it perfectly. It has rained earlier that morning. As you are about to enter your car an 

automobile goes through a puddle and your white skirt is no longer white! It is at junctures like this that 

you demonstrate what spirit is in you! Then you come to church. You are parking your brand new 1959 

automobile and somebody opens his 1938 jalopy and you no longer have a perfect paint job! What spirit 

do you show? When the poor fellow in front of you has a reaction time to the red light 1/500th of a sec-

ond less than yours, do you indulge in electronic swearing by means of your horn? "The spirit of man is 

the candle of the Lord." It must be lighted morning and evening by the High Priest or it will spark with fire 

of mere human kindling! 

 

Putting Out the Light 
 

Jesus talked a great deal about allowing our light to go out. “No man, when he hath lighted a candle, 

putteth it in a secret place, neither under a bushel, but on a candlestick, that they which come in may see 

the light.” Luke 11:33. And, “Neither do men light a candle, and put it under a bushel, but on a candlestick; 

and it giveth light unto all that are in the house.” Matthew 5:15. Also, “No man, when he hath lighted a 

candle, covereth it with a vessel, or putteth it under a bed; but setteth it on a candlestick, that they which 

enter in may see the light.” Luke 8:16. Jesus uses three illustrations. He says that we may hide our light 

under a bushel. With bushels we measure our harvests. A bushel is a symbol of human standards of mate-

rial success. We can allow materialism to put our light out. What else did He say might put out the light? A 

bed! A bed is a symbol of two things---laziness and lust. We can allow both to put the light out. Where 

else did He say we might put out the light? In a secret place? A secret sin can snuff out the light. But 

where should we place the light? On the candlestick. What is the candlestick? The church. "The mystery of 

the seven stars which thou sawest in My right hand, and the seven golden candlesticks. The seven stars are 

the angels of the seven churches: and the seven candlesticks which thou sawest are the seven churches." 

Revelation 1:20. There are some people who think they can let their lights shine apart from the church, 

but they can't. We break Christ's specific commandment when we try this. When the Lord illumines the 

candle of our souls, He wants us to add our spark to the light already shining from His church. When the 

priest lifted up the veil into the holy place and the penitent saw the lamp, he saw there a symbol of what 

God intended him to be through Jesus Christ. We must catch this vision. Therefore, He says to you and to 

me, "Let your light so shine." Matthew 5:16. When the priest went inside to take the blood to sprinkle it, 

when he lifted the veil, it was only then that the interested penitent might look inside. Calvary gives us 

insights nothing else can. Has God lighted the taper of your soul? Have you brought your spirit and al-

lowed the spark of Calvary to illuminate you? Have you brought the righteousness of Christ and allowed 

the Holy Spirit to suffuse it with the oil of gladness in your heart? Are you allowing the fires to relight the 

lamp of your soul each morning and evening? Paul urges us, "Be not conformed to this world: but be ye 

transformed by the renewing of your mind." Romans 12:2. That word "renewing," in the Greek, is used in 

the sanctuary service for relighting the seven-branched candlestick. Your mind must be relighted morning 

and evening by the afterglow of Golgotha. May God make us willing to submit to the daily ministry of our 

High Priest. 
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Shadows of His Sacrifice 

   
An adaptation to audio by Eddie Fy of Leslie Hardinge’s book, Shadows of His Sacrifice. His original work is 

available for purchase online, or downloadable as a free PDF. 

 

Study 4 – THE PLACE OF PEACE 
 

Christ is the light of the world. So is the church. So should we be. The initial igniting spark of our light is 

from the altar of burnt offering. This is an emblem of the sacrifice of Christ on Calvary. There are no win-

dows in the tabernacle. So the only light in the holy place was the seven-branched candlestick. In this 

apartment we are taught the truth of sanctification by faith. The seven-branched candlestick stood on the 

south side of the holy place. It represented Jesus Who is the only source of our light. We should walk in 

the light of His illumination. Jesus is our guide in living the life of true sanctification. To the north of the 

holy place stood the table of shewbread. Its legs were curved. Josephus tells us that the table had legs 

similar to those the Dorians had on their beds. A little research will disclose that Doric bed legs were an 

imitation of the legs of a sheep. This the French call "cabriole." 

  

The Unleavened Bread 
 

On the table twelve loaves of bread were always placed. The table was provided with rods to carry it. 

These rods were across the short ends of the table. The front of a table is the longer edge. On the march 

the priests put the rods on their shoulders and carried the table with the loaves of bread upon it. The in-

cense was sprinkled between each of these loaves, six to a pile, and on the top of each was a golden dish 

containing "frankincense." What does the word "frank" mean? Open, honest, outgoing, not secretive and 

retiring. Frankincense was the gum the incense plant exuded spontaneously when the sap was rising. It 

was perfectly clear. Later they made incisions in the bark of the tree in the same way incisions are made in 

pine trees to get turpentine. The sap that came out was thicker and darker. The piece I have is speckled 

and completely opaque. Frankincense represents the freely given merits and intercession of Jesus which 

makes our prayers acceptable. These merits, like the cross, are stamped on each loaf of bread. So incense 

was sprinkled upon the shewbread. This, like the meal offering, and the bread of the paschal offering, was 

made of whole-wheat flour mingled with oil, with a touch of salt. The recipe is given in the second chapter 

of Leviticus. 

 

I'd like to call attention to a very interesting point. There were three ways of preparing this bread. It could 

be baked in an oven. It could be fried in a frying pan, or it could be cooked on a griddle. I would like some 

enterprising deaconess for some communion service to fry the bread! I've had baked communion bread 

ever since I started to partake of the communion. It would make for variety; the idea is Biblical. Another 

way is to cook it on a griddle. In the Middle East, as I did in India as a boy, we ate bread like this often, 

cooked on a griddle. My wife prepares bread like this now. Those of you who have been to India will re-

member the "chapati," and you will remember the "parata," too. One is prepared on a griddle and the 

other is fried. The Lord allowed the different ways to make for variety. I think that church deaconesses 

who go and buy the white flour preparations that are prepared commercially and are eaten now in the 

Passover are almost committing crimes against humanity! I seriously think that in our churches, we ought 

to have changes, as God allowed the bread to be changed. Why not try it sometime? "And if thou bring an 

oblation of a meat offering baken in the oven, it shall be unleavened cakes of fine flour mingled with oil, or 

unleavened wafers anointed with oil. And if thy oblation be a meat offering baken in a pan, it shall be of 

fine flour unleavened, mingled with oil. Thou shalt part it in pieces, and pour oil thereon: it is a meat offer-

ing. And if thy oblation be a meat offering baken in the frying-pan, it shall be made of fine flour with oil." 

Leviticus 2:4-7. 
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The shewbread was prepared in one of these ways each Sabbath. The Mishna says that golden rods were 

placed between each loaf or cake so the air could get through and prevent molding. There were twelve 

loaves because there were twelve tribes. God prepared this bread in sufficient quantity for all His people 

just as He later multiplied the loaves and gave them to the twelve disciples to distribute to the people. 

The incense represents the merits and intercession of Christ. These are portrayed so magnificently on Cal-

vary's cross. When the shewbread was taken away on Sabbath morning to be eaten by the outgoing 

priests, the incoming priests, having prepared their contribution of the shewbread, placed the loaves on 

the table. When the shewbread was removed, priests took the incense in the bowls on each pile of loaves 

and offered it on the golden altar as thanksgiving before the Lord for His goodness. So the cross of Calvary 

is stamped on every loaf of bread. It is because Jesus Christ's merits and intercession are given to us that 

we are not destroyed and that the divine blessings are multiplied to us every day. Now, think a moment 

on how this bread was prepared. The wheat was put into the soil. It died. It rose again, brought forth 

some sixty fold, some eighty fold, some a hundred fold. It was then reaped, threshed, and winnowed. The 

grains were put between the upper and nether millstones and they were ground. The flour was mingled 

with oil. Salt was added. This represents the character of Jesus Christ. Fire was applied. Only then was it 

presented to the Lord. Before it could be eaten it must be broken. Finally the priests partook of it. It be-

came bone of their bones and flesh of their flesh. The bread and priests were identified completely. Each 

Sabbath day this bread was to be new. Thus is the Bread of Life. The Word that we preachers proclaim 

should be the Bread of Life. 

  

The Holy and Most Holy Place 
 

Let us imagine that we have opened the veil and that we are looking into the holy place. To the left, is the 

seven-branched candlestick. To the right is the table of shewbread. One gives you light; the bread gives 

you strength to walk in the light. The one shows you the path you should travel, the other empowers you 

to travel. Every sermon should be just like that. It should have within itself illumination, vision, insight, 

and inspiration. It should also have in it the basic material on which faith is formed. How will men get faith 

except they hear the Word of God? So every sermon should tell what to do, and should also have within 

itself the source of the power to carry it out. 

 

In the court, justification was taught. Man is forgiven his sins; his record is clean. He has left behind him all 

the sinfulness of his past life. He is now starting anew. He is a babe. His eyes have just been opened, and, 

as by faith, he enters the holy place, the shining candlestick helps him to see the road he must travel. He 

can stretch out his right hand, and get bread to strengthen him in that travel. By the side of the table of 

shewbread were flagons of wine. There must be no meal offering without its corresponding drink offering. 

The two go together---always bread and wine. In the Passover there was bread and wine, in the commun-

ion service there is bread and wine. The wine is the product of the fruit of Jesus Christ. He is the true vine. 

There are two vines in the Bible. There is the "true vine," John 15:1, and there is the “vine of the Earth.” 

"And another angel came out from the altar, which had power over fire; and cried with a loud cry to him 

that had the sharp sickle, saying, "Thrust in thy sharp sickle, and gather the clusters of the vine of the 

earth; for her grapes are fully ripe. And the angel thrust in his sickle into the earth, and gathered the vine 

of the earth, and cast it into the great winepress of the wrath of God." Revelation 14:18-19. 

 

There are two wines in the Bible-the new wine, and the wine of the wrath of Babylon’s fornication, the 

false doctrine that results from the force imposed by the unlawful union of church and state---the com-

promise that Babylon makes. There are two kinds of doctrine. Jesus lifted up the cup containing the wine, 

and He said, "This wine is the new covenant in My blood which is shed for you for the remission of sins." 

Matthew 26:28. 
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The Covenants 
 

I have been asked whether I will talk about the two covenants. I hadn't planned to, but I would like to---

just a statement in passing. The old covenant is the old covenant, and the new covenant is the new cove-

nant. The old covenant, being the old covenant, started before the new covenant which is the new cove-

nant! The old covenant has as its basis the truth, "obey and live; disobey and die.” The angel Gabriel lives 

under that old covenant. He obeys and he lives. Should he disobey, he would die. Lucifer disobeyed, and 

Lucifer will die. Adam and Eve lived under the old covenant--- "obey and live; disobey and die." The inhab-

itants on other planets are still living under the old covenant--- they obey and live. If they disobeyed, they 

would die. Adam and Eve failed. Death passed on all flesh. Now there came into operation the new cove-

nant. Jesus said in effect, "I will help you obey that you may live and not die." That is the new covenant, 

there is nothing complicated about it. We sometimes make it complicated. The new covenant has the 

same basis as the old, obey and live, only Jesus helps us to obey when we are powerless. "This shall be the 

covenant that I will make with the house of Israel; after those days," saith the Lord, "I will put My law in 

their inward parts, and write it in their hearts; and will be their God, and they shall be My people." Jeremi-

ah 31:33. 

 

You and I may enter into the old covenant at any time. I was given the privilege a little while back to work 

with the pastor of the first church in Baltimore in an evangelistic series. One time he said, "Let's go over 

and see Mr. X." So we drove to his house and discussed cigarette smoking. Our friend said, "Yes, I know it 

is time I gave up smoking. I can give it up anytime I want to." Whenever I hear somebody say that a cold 

shiver runs down my spine, because I know better. He cannot give up smoking in his own strength. This 

fellow could not! When Israel said, "All that the Lord said we will do and after be obedient," Exodus 19:8, 

they were operating under the old covenant. They failed, in their own inability, to do what God decreed. 

They realized their incapacity to do God's will for the first time. They needed to learn this lesson: that fall-

en man can no longer live successfully under the old covenant. He cannot obey! So Jesus has ready for us 

the new covenant in which He promises us His all-sufficient grace to enable us to obey. Praise the Lord! 

The cup in communion is a symbol of the power of that new covenant through the blood of Jesus Christ. It 

must be accepted into "new bottles"---new hearts. "Neither do men put new wine into old bottles: else the 

bottles break, and the wine runneth out, and the bottles perish: but they put new wine into new bottles, 

and both are preserved." Matthew 9:17. That power, that essence of His life, of His fruit bearing, may 

come into us if we choose, and help us to live the life that He wants us to live, the life that Adam and Eve 

might have lived. 

  

The Table of Shewbread 

 

Looking back into the holy place of the tabernacle we see at the right the table of shewbread. By its side 

there were golden containers of wine for drink offerings. These drink offerings were not drunk, they were 

poured out as oblations by the brazen altar. Now, as far as the points of the compass are concerned, on 

which side of the tabernacle was the table of shewbread found? On the north! Take your concordance 

sometime and study what the Bible says about the "north." Satan's desire was to set his throne "in the 

sides of the north." "For thou hast said in thine heart, "I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne 

above the stars of God: I will sit also upon the mount of the congregation, in the sides of the north." Isaiah 

14:13. He was the first "king of the north." As far as the Bible writers, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and Isaiah are 

concerned, north has little to do with geography. Babylon is the king of the north, but it lies eastward. The 

enemies of Israel came from the north. That was the only way in! The desert road from Babylon was al-

most impassable for an army to cross the sandy wastes. The people of the east followed the course of the 

rivers Tigress and Euphrates. They came down through the gates of Damascus into Palestine. The north 

became identified in the minds of writers of the Bible as the place of the adversary. When David looked 

into the holy place by faith, he sang, “He set a table before me in the presence of mine enemies, my cup 

runneth over." Psalm 23:5. So in the tabernacle it was at the north that the table was located. There was 
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the bread and also the wine of the cup. Where the adversary made his way, there God provided the bread 

and the wine of the new covenant. 

  

The Altar of Incense 
 

Next, let us go to the golden altar. The holy place is divided up into two squares of ten cubits each. In the 

center of the more westerly square the golden altar of incense was located, placed diagonally. It had rings 

in its two edges and rods were used to carry it. It was made of all gold. In the court was an altar of per-

petual atonement, in the holy place an altar of perpetual intercession. They were connected. They both 

had horns. The table of shewbread had a crown around the top of it. The mercy seat had a crown around 

its edge too. A horn is a symbol of power. A crown is an emblem of victory. In the conflicts of life, the two 

altars provide the essential ingredients---sacrifice and prayer, Calvary and intercession. As far as fellow-

ship is concerned, there is a table of grace and there is the throne of triumph. After the conflict Christ asks 

us to share with Him the glories of His victory, His crown of life. On top of the altar of incense a golden 

bowl was placed. On it live coals, brought from that brazen altar in the court, burned the incense. When 

was the incense put on these coals? Twice a day, when the morning and evening sacrifices were offered, 

the incense was presented to the Lord. 

  

The Daily Service 
 

Let me just review what happened in the daily service in the temple. Before dawn all the priests and Le-

vites who were about to officiate were prepared. They had a bath; they put on clean clothes. The master 

of ceremonies had decided who was to do what---one was to offer incense, one was to light the candle-

stick, one was to prepare the morning sacrifice, one was to take away the ashes and prepare the altar---all 

these tasks had been allocated. One man climbed to the pinnacle of the temple. Remember, Satan took 

Jesus up there? (Luke 4:9.) It was the highest point eastward. Everything was in readiness. The lamb was 

there at the place of sacrifice. The Levites, who were to fill the laver with their flagons of water, were 

ready. Other Levites with their load of wood for the altar were prepared---everything was in readiness. 

The man on the pinnacle was looking eastward for the first ray of the dawning light. The Levite choir was 

waiting to strike up a song of praise. When the first slanting ray of light climbed over the highlands of Mo-

ab and kissed the hills of Hebron, the man on the pinnacle of the temple, cupping his hands, cried down,  

"it is sanctified!" That was the signal. The priest with the upraised knife slew the victim. The Levites threw 

open the doors of the temple. The man attending the candlestick fixed the lights. And as Zacharias, the 

father of John the Baptist, had his turn, the priest was in the holy place offering incense. "And it came to 

pass, that while he executed the priest's office before God in the order of his course, according to the cus-

tom of the priest's office, his lot was to burn incense when he went into the temple of the Lord." Luke 1:8-

9. The Chronicler records that when the burnt offering began, the song of the Lord began also with trum-

pets. "And Hezekiah commanded to offer the burnt offering upon the altar. And when the burnt offering 

began, the song of the Lord began also with the trumpets, and with the instruments ordained by David 

king of Israel." 2 Chronicles 29:27.  

 

I like to think of that verse. Calvary puts a song in God's heart! Think of that! Do you know what the He-

brews say when they want you to think of some important truth? Do you know what David put in the 

Psalms? "Selah." It means, "Think of it.” When the lamb was slain, the song began and the light shone and 

the incense rose and all the provision to meet man's sinful need was made in the daily ceremonial. This is 

the "daily" which Daniel talks about. Daniel 8, 11, 12. Every provision was set in operation---for another 

day to help man to victory. On the table was the daily bread. On the golden candlestick was the daily light. 

In the laver was the daily cleansing. On the altar of atonement was the daily sacrifice. On the altar of 

prayer was the daily intercession. The priest went daily to the door of the tabernacle and met the peni-

tent, put his arm around him and brought him in, and explained to him what he had to do to gain peace of 

mind and peace with God. All these things God provided daily. But the little horn took all this away from 
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the Prince of the host. He presented other water, the daily sacrifice of the mass, the church is the only 

light of the world. There is other bread; the incense is the intercession of saints and angels and Mary. All 

the "daily" was taken away from Him. But prophecy declared that at the end of the 2300 days, "Then shall 

the sanctuary be restored to its rightful place.” Daniel 8:14. That is what we are trying to do. That is what 

Adventists have been doing for more than a century---put the sanctuary, and all it means, back into its 

rightful place. 

 

Everyday this "daily" service went on. He, who by faith came to the priest, followed him in the ministry 

that was provided in the holy place. As Zacharias offered incense, the people outside were praying. The 

incense was lighted by fire that came from Calvary’s altar. That incense was to be made of four ingredi-

ents. What are the four ingredients that the Bible says constitute prayer? Make some suggestion. Praise, 

intercession. What does Philippians tell us is another? Supplication. "Be careful for nothing; but in every 

thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God." Philippi-

ans 4:6. And what must every prayer contain? Confession. This is the basis of all life. Some of these ingre-

dients are bitter. Some parts of prayer may be bitter. Some parts are fragrant. These thoughts are sug-

gested by the incense. God has clothed these truths in symbols that we should think about them, and al-

low their meanings to sink into our hearts. If they help us nearer to the kingdom of God, they have done 

their job. Would you dogmatize and say that Harry Anderson meant only this and this only by his picture, 

"What Happened to Your Hand?" Oh. You wouldn't! He means everything you say and maybe a lot more 

than he himself thought. The sublime illustrations of the plan of salvation embedded in the sanctuary are 

spermatic. They grow into a fullness of meaning as we meditate prayerfully. 

  

Growing In Grace 
 

Come by faith into the holy place and see the light that shows you the way and eat the bread and drink 

the cup that gives you strength to grow. Breathe in the atmosphere of prayer-filled incense. This is the 

atmosphere in which you must walk. You breathe the prayers of Jesus Christ, His merits and intercession. 

So must prayer be the breath of your soul. Sometimes we think that prayer must be vocal. There are some 

people who seem to talk all the time they breathe! Prayer is breathing the atmosphere of heaven without 

necessarily talking. Meditation is allowing the ideas of God to go through our minds. Hold them there in 

suspension and look at them. Turn around and look at them from another angle and something will hap-

pen to your heart that rush and hurry and restless movement will never achieve. The peace of God will 

take possession of your soul. 

 

So, the penitent by faith walks in the light, partakes of the bread, breathes the atmosphere and slowly 

moves westward to the veil that separates him from the most holy place. By faith he can look inside of the 

most holy place. By faith he can see in the ark a golden pot that had manna. Of what is manna a symbol? 

Let me show you. "Thou gavest also Thy good spirit to instruct them and withheldest not Thy manna from 

their mouth and gavest them water for their thirst." Nehemiah 9:20. What is the main characteristic of 

Hebrew poetry? Someone tell me? Repetition, parallelism---dual or triple. This is triple parallelism, three 

statements meaning the same thing. "Thou gavest Thy good spirit to instruct them!” equals "Thou with-

heldest not Thy manna from their mouth." These two statements are equivalent to "Thou gavest them 

water for their thirst." So the spirit is equated with manna and water. Jesus Christ takes that water and He 

says, "If any man thirst, let him come to Me and out of him will flow rivers of living water." This spake He 

concerning the Spirit." John 7:37. The Bible tells us that manna is a symbol of the Holy Spirit. There are 

aspects in which Christ may be symbolized by manna, but manna is specifically a type of the Holy Spirit. 

Where did the manna fall? On the ground, right around the tents of Israel. So, every morning the children 

of Israel had to make a choice. They had to get down on their knees and gather  the manna, or they had to 

trample on it. We have that choice today with the Holy Spirit, too. We either get down on our knees every 

morning and gather that manna, or we trample on God's daily provision. What did Israel do with the 

manna? They could take it home, grind it and make anything they wanted to out of it. The Jews maintain 

that any kind of flavored food might be made out of manna with one exception. It was something like 



“Not by might, nor by power, but by My Spirit,” saith the Lord of Hosts.” Zechariah 4:6. 

 

 

Shadows of His Sacrifice           

P
a

g
e
2

8
 

wheat. That is why the mixed multitude got fed up with it. It could be given almost any flavor. The manna 

would provide for the tastes of everyone. "And the house of Israel called the name thereof Manna: and it 

was like coriander seed, white; and the taste of it was like wafers made with honey." Exodus 16:31. But 

Israel had to do something about it. They had to gather it. They had to take it home and prepare it. It 

wasn't ready made. It wasn't pre-digested. I would recommend that you take your concordance and you 

get your Bible and make a list of all the texts that deal with manna. There are not many of them. When 

did God give manna? When his people did not have any other food. God wanted to test them to see 

whether they would, “live by bread alone or by every word that cometh from the mouth of God.” Mat-

thew 4:4. In their dire need He set a table for them in the wilderness. He never failed. His Holy Spirit will 

never fail us now. 

 

Returning to the question I asked, "Where did the manna fall?" Only around the encampment of Israel. 

When they took that manna, any roving Bedouin or Edomite could come and share it. But it was given 

exclusively to Israel. What does Jesus say to us about the Holy Spirit? "I go away. When I go away, I will 

send Him to you, and when He is come to you He will convince the world of sin, or righteousness and of 

judgment." John 16:7. Sin is what we have not got to do, righteousness is what we must do, and judgment 

is the end of our either doing or not doing! That is what the Holy Spirit is to do. But note that Jesus said,  

"When He is come to you, He will convince the world of sin." Let us never forget the ministry of God is 

sharing with His remnant people. The gift of the Spirit is to us. There were many people in Jerusalem at 

the day of Pentecost, but on whom did the Holy Spirit fall? Only the waiting disciples. They were God's 

spokesmen. So, in this view not only is there a light for us to walk in, bread for us to eat, an atmosphere in 

which to journey, but a ministry that we must fulfill as God gives to us His Spirit. May this illumination of 

the Holy Spirit fire us to achieve God's purpose. 
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Shadows of His Sacrifice 

  
An adaptation to audio by Eddie Fy of Leslie Hardinge’s book, Shadows of His Sacrifice. His original work is 

available for purchase online, or downloadable as a free PDF. 

 

Study 5 – CHERUBIM OF GLORY 
  

By way of introduction let me say that one of my main purposes in giving studies orally is to stimulate you 

to study the Bible for yourselves. You'll forget what I've said, but if you can get insight into methods, you 

can go home and read your Bible, gathering together the precious thoughts it contains. Then search lesser 

lights to point to the greater light. Your soul will be strengthened just as were the Bereans. They went 

home and studied to see whether the things the Apostle Paul said were so or not. "These were more noble 

than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the word with all readiness of mind, and searched the 

scriptures daily, whether those things were so." Acts 17:11. In this spirit receive what is given here. The 

people of God who survive the time of trouble are only those who have made the Bible their counselor 

and the basis of their faith. Altogether too much time is spent in reading material that is unworthy, and 

looking at television that is many times more unworthy. If you spend two hours a day looking at televi-

sion, it means that you have spent thirty days, morning, noon and night, during twelve months’ time. You 

will be surprised what one hour a day will do for your study of the Bible. Collect all the affirmative truths, 

all the statements that you understand clearly. By prayer and meditation on these inspired statements 

you will come to understand God's will for you. Leave this camp meeting with a resolution that you are 

going to seek the Lord through a study of His Word, and God will bless your soul and bless your family and 

bless your witness, as you have never yet experienced. 

 

The Ark of the Covenant 
  

Yesterday we thought about the manna in the ark. The ark in the most holy place is the most thrilling and 

the most profound and the most far-reaching composite symbol in all the tabernacle. The ark was a box 

made to contain the two tablets of the Decalogue. It was of shittim wood, covered inside and out with 

gold. Josephus tells us that it consisted of three boxes---a box of wood into which was very neatly and 

tightly fixed a box of gold that fitted it on all four sides and the bottom, and had flanges going over the 

top edges. Then Bezaleel put that wooden box inside a golden box that went up over the outside so that 

the wood was completely covered with gold. Part of the edge formed a crown. On top of this ledge the 

mercy seat was placed. Upon each end of the mercy seat there were cherubim of beaten work. They were 

not cast in molds. They were beaten, annealed and beaten, and annealed and beaten in hollow work. It 

took fiery trials and many blows to fit them for this function. Inside the ark were three items---the two 

tables of stone, the golden pot of manna and Aaron's resurrected rod. Aaron's rod was an almond branch 

that bore buds and blossoms and fruit. In the golden limbs of the seven-branched candlestick this motif 

was repeated. Whenever Israel saw that motif they thought of the resurrected rod---the power of God to 

vindicate His priesthood, to bring life out of a dead stick and to perform the miracles of transforming 

grace. The living branches of the seven-branched candelabra upheld the light. It is life, which uplifts the 

light. There were three items in the court: The fire, the water and the blood. There were three items in 

the holy place: The lamp, the bread and the incense. There were three items in the ark: The Law, the 

manna and the rod. Justification by faith taught by the ceremony and symbols in the court. Sanctification 

by faith set forth in the holy place. Glorification shines from the most holy place. The three agencies for 

attaining sanctification in that holy place were walking in light, feasting on the word, and journeying in the 

atmosphere of Christ's intercession, suggested by the incense. Ultimately we shall sit with Christ upon His 

throne. This is symbolized by the mercy seat. Its foundation is Law, manna and the resurrected rod. Only 

those who have been born again, and made new creatures, will be there. And the food to sustain is spir-

itual food. It is manna. This is an emblem of the Spirit. As we think about these symbols, how are we ever 
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to attain to the throne of God? Let us remember that side by side with this law, which is so difficult to 

keep, God has placed an illustration of a resurrection life, and of food, which is the Spirit. These will ena-

ble us to carry out God's will as we live the life of Jesus empowered by the Spirit of His grace. 

 

The Rod of God 
  

Moses had cut this rod from a common almond tree, just like other almonds. He had used it in tending his 

sheep. In Egypt it had become a snake. Then as a cannibal snake it devoured other snakes! Moses had 

used it to defend himself, to fend off enemies. The rod had helped him in counting the tithe of his flock. It 

had smitten the gods of Egypt. It had been there at the time of the Red Sea and had parted the way for 

them. When they had thirsted it had broken open the heart of the Eternal Rock, and the fountain had 

gushed forth. That rod is called a "rod of God." Finally it had been resurrected. When the Psalmist looked 

on the rod he was comforted thereby. There was by the throne this symbol of the resurrection, of the 

new life that God can work out and maintain miraculously. Here too, His people feed upon the manna 

that came down from heaven, this emblem of the Eternal Spirit. 

 

The Law of the Lord 
  

What is this law of God? Law is codified love. Love is the principle of ideal relationships between God the 

Father, Son and Spirit; between God and angels; between God and unfallen worlds; between God and 

man; between God and trees; between God and the winds and the waves; between God and the whole 

solar system, and between man and God and God's creation. For life to continue as the Creator designed, 

there must be certain ideal relationships. The sun has to remain within its orbit or we would be burned to 

a crisp. The tides have to stay within bounds. Nature does not use great cliffs to achieve this but tiny 

grains of sand. Cliffs wear out, but you never wear out a long sandy beach. It stays there. God's people 

should remain small and humble too. The Lord likened His people to the sand! They will far better be able 

to resist the floods, which the adversary sends  against them. Love is the principle that actuates and oper-

ates in all these relationships. What is law? Law is love codified. A young man is growing up into man-

hood, and, for the first time, he turns his eyes from the east side of the chapel in college to the west. He 

suddenly discovers that there are interesting persons whom he never noticed before! Heretofore he has 

operated by his heels and his elbows. If he wanted to go through a door, he went! Now somebody from 

the west side wants to get through that door, and for the first time in his life he thinks there might be a 

more excellent way. Somebody suggests that he make friends with Emily Post. So he gets a book out of 

the library that tells him what he ought to do when somebody from the west side is going through a door 

and he is there too. He should open that door and let her through. Well, you say, everyone ought to know 

that! But sadly there are still some hooligans who haven't realized that they ought to open a door for a 

lady. Emily Post's book on etiquette is codified courtesy. It makes regulations telling us of what courtesy 

consists. When you go and get your driver's license, most states give you a little book listing all the rules 

of the road. There is one rule of considerable importance, I think. You drive on the right hand side of the 

road, and so everything is safe. The laws of highway etiquette are an extension and application of the 

sixth commandment, "Thou shalt not kill." Exodus 20:13. The four-way stops, red lights, yielding to the 

driver on the left---all the regulations of highway courtesy---are illustrations and applications of the prin-

ciples of the sixth commandment. 

 

As soon as man was created the principle of love encompassed him in all his relationships. God loved. 

Man operated in the sphere of love. When there was a woman created, that increased the sphere of 

love’s operation. Later man had relationships encompassing his fellow men, the animals, the angels, and 

his God. God Himself has relationships to man, to angels, to the multiplied orders of creation. When Cain 

and Abel and Seth and the other members of the family arrived, further regulations, which were exten-

sions of the law of love, were revealed to cover all these relationships. Now, I don't think a honeymoon 

couple on their first week back home would need to put rules on the bathroom door like this: "I shall oc-
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cupy the bathroom from 5:30 to 6:00, and you can come in from 6:00 to 6:30." But when you have 15 

people living in the house, you may have to codify love in order to get cooperation and amity everywhere 

or else the Battle of Armageddon might start right there! 

 

The more relationships spread, the more rules you need. Right rules are illustrations and applications of 

the principles of love. There are four commandments that show man's relationship to God and God's rela-

tionship to man. In the Garden of Eden there was no question of "Thou shalt not commit adultery," Exo-

dus 20:14, because neither Adam, nor Eve were the slightest bit interested in such a thing. But when the 

possibility of sinful relationships came about, then adultery had to be defined. If you really love, you just 

don't commit adultery. It's so with the laws regarding man's property, and man's reputation. 

 

This codification of love in the tables of the Decalogue was like putting rays of light through a prism. Light 

looks white. When you pass it through a prism, you see all the colors of the rainbow, the spectrum. They 

were all there, all the time, but you didn't see them. So the commandment, "Thou shalt not kill," was 

there all the time. When Satan fell it came as a surprise to the angels that there was such a thing as a law. 

They obeyed it naturally. They loved. There are a few young men who would open a door for their moth-

ers when they were six and seven years of age spontaneously, but most of us have to be taught. So, in our 

relationships to God and man it is codified love, in the form of regulations and rules, that teaches us how 

to live aright. 

 

I am often asked the question, "Has health reform anything to do with morality?" Any indulgence or any 

depriving that injures my health breaks the sixth commandment. So our health laws are all illustrations 

and applications of the commandment. "Thou shalt not kill." All enlightened, national laws are applica-

tions of the Ten Commandments. Apart from the ceremonial regulations there is only one law. This may 

be broken down into moral, national, scientific, and health laws---all are illustrations and applications of 

the basic principle, love. 

 

Ceremonial Laws 
  

There was only one law until God introduced the ceremonial law at the fall of man. One is codified love, as 

eternal as God Himself; the other consists of types and ceremonies and ordinances, which point to Christ 

and His ministry. This began at the fall and will end with the completion of the plan of salvation. Now, all 

the ceremonial law was not nailed to the cross. That may come as a shock! The part of the ceremonial law 

dealing with Christ’s ministry in heaven culminating with Azazel’s banishment was not nailed to the cross. 

When is the antitypical feast of tabernacles? When Christ takes us for a vacation to the New Jerusalem 

above! When will the jubilee be proclaimed? The jubilee was inaugurated in ancient Israel when the Day 

of Atonement services had been completed. They are not yet consummated in reality. The jubilee is yet 

future. We place these ceremonial laws spreading over the centuries, showing the details of the plan of 

salvation in codified form, and revealing to us every aspect of the ministry and mediation of Christ the 

lamb, and Christ the priest. The ceremonial law was instituted at Eden and will extend until the new heav-

ens and the new earth are established. Then shall we see their full fruition. But as parts of them, such as 

the Passover sacrifice and symbol, reached their fulfillment on the cross, they were done away with. The 

last act of the drama will be the death of Azazel, and then the whole scope of this magnificent system will 

be complete. There is therefore a twofold system of law---moral and ceremonial. Let us be careful lest we 

think that the laws of eating and drinking are ceremonial shadows. Diet regulations have nothing whatev-

er to do with the ceremonial law. Healthful living is enjoined by the sixth commandment. 

  

New Birth Necessary 
 

So, as the foundation of God's throne, typified by the ark, we see the law---codified love in all its ramifica-

tions. Love is the principle of ideal relationships, and law codifies those relationships, sets before us de-
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tails by which we should operate. Man was created to live that way. But now we cannot live according to 

the principle of love because the devil has implanted in our hearts the principle of hate. We must be born 

again. When this occurs the principle of love is once again installed within. Jesus Christ begins to live His 

life in us; then we love. When we love, we want to know all the details and illustrations of how we may 

love more fully. Regulations that codify those avenues by which I can show my love to you and to my God 

are in the Decalogue. Right at the basin of the throne of God, the ark was this codification of love in ideal 

relationships. The resurrected rod showed the new life that enabled man to live. The pot of manna gave 

the spiritual meat that strengthened those who are born to this new life, to continue therein. So the Holy 

Spirit will supply us with power to live victoriously day-by-day. 

 

Cherubim of Glory 
  

Above the mercy seat were cherubim. Who was the first cherub? Lucifer. What does Lucifer mean? Con-

fer, defer, ferry, all come from the Latin word "fero,"  I carry, or I bear. "Luci,"  from "lux," means light. So, 

lucifer signifies "the light-bearer." The function of the original cherub was to spread the light. He was 

nearest to the Source and was to be the harbinger of the light of the universe. Now, what has Satan be-

come? Prince of darkness! Oh yes, the light went out. He has reversed his status. Instead of bearing the 

light of God, manifest in Jesus, to the ends of the earth, he has determined to put it out, to spread the 

sparks of his own kindling darkness. 

 

What does the word "cherub” mean? Cherub is simply the Hebrew word put into English letters. One 

book I was reading suggested that the second syllable of cherub probably has the same root as "rabbi” or 

"rabb."  The 'k' sound at the beginning indicates like. “Rabb”  means "revered father." It is a title of God. 

The covering cherub was like God! What did Lucifer say he would become? "Like the Most High." Isaiah 

14:14. We might spend a long time thinking about the Most High. Melchizedek was priest of the Most 

High. Lucifer said, "I will be like the Most High." Most High means superlative among like things. You don't 

compare a baby with a camel and say the camel is "most high." You compare a baby with another baby, 

and a camel with another camel, and a mountain with another mountain, and a row of baskets on the top 

of the head of Pharaoh's baker with a row of baskets, and there is one of these like things that is higher 

than the rest. So, Most High is that revelation of Deity by which He compares Himself with mankind, 

whose nature He has assumed, and reveals Himself as, "the Chiefest among ten thousand and the One 

altogether lovely." Song of Solomon 5:10. Most High suggests the idea of incarnation. Evidently God had 

revealed to the angelic concourse that His Son would share His nature with the human race and ultimately 

exalt men to His throne. Christ was honored before the heavenly universe and Lucifer said, "I am going to 

be like the Most High." The result was rebellion in heaven and Satan and his followers were thrown out. 

 

The Most Holy Place 
  

Immediately thereafter we see cherubim at the Garden of Eden. "The cherubim!” is what the Revised Ver-

sion says. First there was one, then there are two. They are not described in Genesis. Bezaleel was told to 

make cherubim growing out of the mercy seat. It is not until we come to Ezekiel the first chapter that we 

get a description of the cherubim-six wings, four faces, human body, calf's legs, man's hands. (See also 

Ezekiel 10:14.) They are obviously symbols, symbols of the function that Lucifer had in the heavenly 

courts, and their function was the bearing of light. So, the Shekinah, first in the flame of a two-edged 

sword, and then in the glory that dwelt in the most holy place, shone from beneath the wings of these six-

winged cherubim. Each had the face of a man, an ox, a lion and an eagle. You will remember that when I 

described the camp of Israel we saw on the east side Judah with his emblem, the lion; on the south was 

Reuben, "Let not his men be few," Deuteronomy 33:6; on the west side was Ephraim, and Ephraim was 

"like the firstling of a bull," Deuteronomy 33:17; and on the north is Dan, and his symbol was a flying ea-

gle. Regal dignity, a lion; communicating sympathy, a man; sacrificial service, an ox; flying vision, an eagle. 

These are the four major characteristics of our Lord Jesus Christ. He is a lion, He is the Son of man, He is 
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the greatest sacrifice, and John the Revelator describes Him as soaring on the wings of an eagle to the 

throne of God Himself! "And before the throne there was a sea of glass like unto crystal: and in the midst 

of the throne, and round about the throne, were four beasts full of eyes before and behind. And the first 

beast was like a lion, and the second beast like a calf, and the third beast had a face as a man, and the 

fourth beast was like a flying eagle. And the four beasts had each of them six wings about him; and they 

were full of eyes within: and they rest not day and night, saying, “Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, 

which was, and is, and is to come." Revelation 4:6-8. 

 

So, the likeness of the Most High, like the rays of light through a spectrum, is seen dimly in the cherubim. 

The cherub has six wings, "with twain he covered his feet, with twain he covered his face, with twain he 

did fly." Isaiah 6:2. The cherubim communicate the will of God upon His sapphire throne through the 

"wheels within wheels." Ezekiel 1:16, 10:10. The cherubim controlled events by the help of a "man's 

hand," Ezekiel 1:8, and that hand is the hand of the Son of man. This ministry is not blind. It is not mere 

chance. The "wheels" are "full of eyes before and behind." Ezekiel 1:18, 10:12. We are full of eyes behind! 

Our hindsight is always 20/20 vision! But God's purposes are full of eyes before, too. The cherubim are 

seen again in Revelation 4, 5, living beings with four faces, wings and eyes about the throne of God. They 

sing a new song, a song of victory. 

 

When I got these thoughts together, I was ready to shout with joy. The service that Satan was to fulfill, of 

bearing the light of the knowledge of the glory of God to the far-flung unfallen universe, will be carried 

out ultimately by you and me, if we are faithful! We are to be the light bearers of the world now. We are 

to be, "like God, for we shall see Him as He is." 1 John 3:1. We can sing a song and bear a testimony that 

the angels cannot. Through the centuries, since the fall of man, Gabriel has been fulfilling that function 

next to Christ. He has come to carry the knowledge of God and the knowledge of events yet unfulfilled to 

those, on the human plane, who can hear and understand the teaching of God. But in the years that have 

no ending, we will be His witnesses. There, upon the mercy seat, on the foundation of the law of God, sus-

tained by the resurrection life and supported by the manna, the cherubim are the disseminators of light. 

In the unending ages, that privilege will be ours. What a joy to accompany Christ and His followers to 

some planet, there to tell the story of redeeming grace, the providences of God that have helped us, to 

expound the love of God that angels cannot appreciate, and to put into words our praise in language be-

yond the grasp of even those celestial beings! What a privilege! At the cherubim guarded gate of paradise 

this glory was upheld. By faith we look into the most holy place and see this same glory. Oh, that we may 

be changed into that likeness by His grace! 
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Shadows of His Sacrifice 

  
An adaptation to audio by Eddie Fy of Leslie Hardinge’s book, Shadows of His Sacrifice. His original work is 

available for purchase online, or downloadable as a free PDF. 

 

Study 6 – BE THOU MADE CLEAN 
  

It may be likened to friction in machinery; the more it goes on the more the machinery breaks down. De-

filement is the product of that friction or that disharmony in the initial balance of God's creation. We read 

that God, at the time of the flood, differentiated between clean and unclean creatures. The command 

given to Noah dealt with a careful, accurate separation between animals that were clean and animals that 

were not clean. After the flood, the Lord again gives, for the third time the diet man may eat. Then He 

added, "But flesh with the life thereof which is the blood thereof shall ye not eat." Genesis 9:4.  It is practi-

cally impossible to eat flesh without blood. The average person who eats flesh breaks this requirement of 

God. The orthodox Jews are very careful. They kill the animal in a special way, different from the regular 

method animals are usually killed. When the flesh is cut up into small pieces, the cook soaks it in brine. 

Thus the particles of blood which are still left are removed. The housewife puts the soaked flesh between 

toweling and beats it with something like a butter paddle to get all the bloody juices out. By this time you 

may just as well be chewing gutta-percha! So, the cook gets the spices of Araby and adds them to the 

flesh to reinstitute flavor. You will recollect that the sons of Eli said they would not eat "sodden" flesh. 

"Give flesh to roast for the priest; for he will not have sodden flesh of thee, but raw." 1 Samuel 2:15. There 

are lots of sons of Eli who won't eat sodden flesh today! They want the flesh with the blood in it. Fat was 

prohibited also. It is impossible to get a piece of pork without having fat inside its muscle fiber. I’m not 

going to enter this morning into a detailed study of this topic, except to give you these insights into these 

facts. When God says something is unclean, it is unclean! We often compromise, seeking to avoid doing 

what God has specifically enjoined. But the Lord is not pleased with this attitude toward His expressed 

commands. 

  

Uncleanness 
 

 There are three kinds of uncleanness spoken of in the Bible, uncleanness connected with issues. These 

concerned the beginning and end of life and were epitomized by the case of the leper. In effect the cere-

monies dealing with the cleansing of the leper embraced all the cleansing ceremonies dealing with the 

defilement of "issues," or exudations from decaying flesh. Another form of uncleanness concerned the 

dead. All contact with the dead defiled and so had to be cleansed. The sacrifice of the red heifer and the 

ritual connected with the application of its purifying virtues covered all cases of "factual" defilement. The 

third kind of defilement concerned the basic sinfulness of mankind, which resulted, not from his acts nec-

essarily, though it was aggravated by these, but his innate sinfulness. All the sins of Israel were, in a sense, 

stored in the sanctuary. Once each year this type of defilement was removed when the tabernacle was 

cleansed. The ceremony in which this form of cleansing was depicted revolved around the fate of the two 

goats. 

 

It is remarkable what a significant part the number three plays in the symbolism of the sanctuary. You 

remember that we pointed out that there are three interesting symbols in the court---the fire, the water, 

and the blood through which justification is brought about. There are three symbols in the holy place----

the illumination of the lamp, the sustenance of the bread, the atmosphere of the incense---these three 

teach how sanctification is to be achieved. There are three items in the ark---the law, the manna, and the 

rod. They provide the foundation for victorious man's ultimate stance in glory. The ark itself consisted of 

three parts---a box within a box within a box---gold and wood and gold, divinity covering the humanity of 

Christ. Every board illustrates this point too---gold on each side and wood in the center. The altar  exhibit-
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ed this truth, too-- brass and wood and brass. The curtains, the veils, three of them---one to the court, 

one to the holy place, one to the most holy place---all suggest the methods God has provided through Je-

sus Christ whereby the sinner, out in the camp of Israel, might journey through justification and sanctifica-

tion to glorification. But to return to the thought of uncleanness as portrayed in the writings of Moses. 

Now, we have three ceremonies to deal with these three kinds of defilement. The one that cleanses from 

contact with the dead revolves around a red heifer and is described in Numbers 19. The ceremony con-

nected with the issues of every form revolves around the two sparrows offered in connection with the 

leper and is described in Leviticus 13, 14. The removal of the defilement of sin in its ultimate revolves 

around two goats and is described in Leviticus 16. Red heifer, two sparrows, two goats. I am always made 

sad when Adventists talk about the sanctuary question and only think of the ceremony of the two goats. 

What I would like to achieve by this series is to present a balanced picture and then so interest you that 

you will want to go home and study it for yourselves, gathering together all the wonderful statements 

from the Bible and anywhere else that you can find them, forming in your heart the thrilling picture of the 

meaningful symbols that God has presented of the fullness of the ministry of Jesus. 

 

Red Heifer 
 

Let's find Numbers 19 and go through the parts that are relevant. We find that, "Whosoever toucheth the 

dead body of any man defileth the tabernacle of the Lord." If he does not obtain cleansing, that soul will 

be cut off. This is the law. When a man dies in a tent, all who come into the tent will be unclean also. 

Open vessels without a cover will be unclean too. "And whosoever toucheth one that is slain with a sword 

in the open field or a dead body, or a bone of a man, or a grave, shall be unclean seven days." Numbers 

19:13. For the "unclean person they shall take the ashes of a heifer." Hebrews 9 describes the services of 

the Day of Atonement. That is why it does not mention a censer or an incense altar in the holy place. The 

reason for this is that the function of the intercession had passed from the holy place into the most holy 

place for that day. Paul concludes, "If the blood of bulls and of goats and the ashes of an heifer sprinkling 

the unclean, sanctifieth to the purifying of the flesh: How much more shall the blood of Christ, Who 

through the Eternal Spirit offered Himself without spot, purge your conscience." Hebrews 9:13. Paul un-

derstood that "the ashes of a heifer" had deep significance for the Christian. We should study it prayerful-

ly. God declared that the heifer must be red. The Mishna tract that deals with this service is called “Par-

ah.” Parah in Hebrew means "heifer." The Jews say that if an otherwise red heifer had two black hairs 

coming out of one follicle it was not to be considered red! There was a time when the Jews obeyed God! 

They had light. Salvation was of the Jews. We may learn a great deal from them. When they were looking 

for a red heifer, they looked for a red heifer! They were extremely careful. The heifer was not to have 

been yoked. When Jesus says, "Come unto Me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you 

rest. Take My yoke upon you, and learn of Me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto 

your souls. For My yoke is easy, and My burden is light," Matthew 11:28-29, what is that yoke? Christ was 

beyond law. If an angel had come to redeem mankind, he would have been ordered to do so, because he 

was subject to the law of man. Christ was above law. He made the law. No yoke, no obligation rested up-

on Him. He came freely, because He could say, "I delight to do Thy will, O God. Yea Thy law is within My 

heart." Psalm 40:8.  

 

Moses was to take this red heifer that was above and beyond all obligations, to the place of death. The 

prophet asks, "Who is this that comes with garments dyed red from Bozrah?" Isaiah 63:1. He looks to 

Christ the antitype of the red heifer. Red is the color of blood. "The life of the flesh is in the blood." Leviti-

cus 17:11. The very color of this heifer was to underline the truth that "in Him was “life,” John 1:4, and 

that His life was being laid down for every man. When Israel had settled in Palestine they took this heifer 

to the Mount of Olives. It had to be taken  outside the city. On the march this meant outside of the camp. 

Paul mentions sacrificed bodies that were taken outside the city, and says, "Christ suffered without the 

gate." Hebrews 13:12. This was to teach that He died for the whole world and not for the Jews only. So, 

this cleansing of the red heifer was to be regarded as universal in its effect. The animal was not to be slain 

in the court as other sacrifices were. The priest built a pyramid of wood outside. The heifer was led there 
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and washed. It was then backed into an opening in this wooden pyramid. It was thrown as all the sacrific-

es were thrown. Its two front legs were tied together with a slipknot, which they tightened. It was now 

standing on its two front legs, tied together, and its back legs. Then a slip-knot was tied around its back 

legs, and tightened until the back legs were pulled to where its front legs were tied. So it fell on its side. 

The heifer's face was pointed to the Holy of Holies and its neck was stretched so the whole underside of 

its throat was taut. I have watched a rabbi take his sharp, ceremonial knife and draw it in one movement 

across an animal's throat. Then the fountain of blood opens. It splashes against those who are sacrificing 

it. This elemental ghastliness was to teach that there is nothing pleasant about the death of the Lamb of 

God. We romanticize Calvary. It was crude and elemental. God died on Calvary in the most shameful of 

executions! As the blood was flowing from its veins---and it takes some time to die, it's not pleasant to 

see, and it's more unpleasant to hear, and it's harrowing to watch---the priest dipped his finger in the 

blood, and sprinkled it seven times towards the holy place. That was the equivalent, symbolically, of the 

blood's actually being taken into the holy place. It was borne, symbolically, on the wings of the wind and 

carried into the presence of God.  

 

When the heifer died, a spark from the brazen altar was applied to this pyramid of wood, and the whole 

sacrifice was consumed into ashes. While it was burning, the priest was required to add to the pyre, cedar 

wood, hyssop, and scarlet. The cedar is a token of decay-resisting royalty. It points to the truth expressed 

in the words, "He did not suffer His Holy One to see corruption." Psalm 16:10, Acts 13:35.  The cedar is the 

royal tree. Hyssop is a symbol of humility. You remember that Solomon studied natural history from, "The 

cedar that is in Lebanon to the hyssop that springeth out of the wall." 1 Kings 4:33. The Jews say he loved 

to meditate upon the service of the red heifer! Then there was also added scarlet. The Bible uses the 

word "thread." It means "a woven piece." This red thread or red ribbon is used first in connection with the 

birth of Judah’s twins. One little boy's hand came out first, and the midwife put a red thread around it. His 

twin brother actually was born a little before he was! But, because he had put his hand out first, he was a 

kind of first fruits. So, this red thread marked the firstborn. The next time this word is used it is in connec-

tion with the fall of Jericho. A certain lady had to let out a red thread or red ribbon or cord out of her win-

dow. What did that effect in her life? Rahab was spared; she was saved. And, incidentally she became the 

ancestress of Christ. It's remarkable that Rahab from Jericho and Ruth from Moab should be adopted into 

the line of Jesus. They were foreign ladies. It matters not to God where we are born. It matters to God 

only what we become through grace. So this red thread indicated the firstborn and also marked the sub-

missive for salvation. Whenever Israel saw it, they remembered these stories. Thus the cedar-regal, de-

cay-resisting dignity; hyssop---humility; the red thread---sign of the firstborn, were to be added symboli-

cally to this heifer as it was being burned. 

 

When the ashes had cooled, indicating a full and complete sacrifice, they were divided into seven parts. 

One part was placed in each of the six cities of refuge and one part was kept in the tabernacle. All defiled 

by contact with the dead were to be sprinkled seven times with water from a running stream into which 

these ashes were mixed, in order to obtain cleansing. 

 

Defilement By Contact With the Dead 
 

What is meant by defilement through contact with the dead? Paul says, "You hath He quickened who were 

dead in trespasses and sins." Ephesians 2:1. We may be walking around and eating three good square 

meals a day but be actually dead in our trespasses and sins. We may be defiled, too, by contact with those 

who are thus dead. You work at a bench alongside someone who is dead in trespasses and sins and listen 

to his jokes every day and listen to his foul language every day. If you are not careful, those words will slip 

out of your mouth in a moment you are unprepared. If you remain around him long enough, you will think 

his jokes are funny, too. See! You will be defiled by contact with the dead. People outside Jesus don't 

dress the way a Christian should dress, and if you aren't careful, if you look at them long enough, you will 

be defiled by contact with the dead as they are. 
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Paul describes those dead in sins in the first chapter of Romans. He gives a long list of sins-murder, lying, 

adultery, pride, vainglory, taking the name of the Lord in vain---you know that terrible catalog of sins---he 

says in the last verse there are some people, who "knowing the judgment of God, that such things are 

worthy of death, not only do the same but have pleasure in them that do them!" Romans 1:32. Do you 

ever take pleasure in murder? Be careful now! There are some TV plays that have many murders in them. 

Do you take pleasure in robbery? You may, if you read a book about, "who done it." Oh, yes, you can take 

pleasure in them that do these things! Have you ever looked at a play when the main thought was adul-

tery? Eighty-nine per cent of Hollywood's productions have sex deviations in them. Oh yes, If you're not 

careful, you can sit and look at that silver screen and take pleasure in those who are doing those things 

God condemns. You pay for actors to do these acts! And you can listen to songs that are lewd and sugges-

tive. Be careful that you are not defiled by contact with the dead. But if you have been, there is ever open 

"a fountain for sin and for uncleanness." Zechariah 13:1. The fullness of the sacrifice of Jesus Christ, Who 

went outside the city walls to find all mankind, with no obligation upon Him, and dies that you might live, 

will suffice for your need, too. 

 

Water is a symbol too. Jesus said of the Christian, "Out of His belly will flow rivers of living water. This 

spake He of the Spirit." John 7:38. Paul in discussing the ceremony of the red heifer, says, "So much more 

shall the blood of Jesus Christ, Who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself, purge your conscience from 

dead works." Hebrews 9:14. There is the ash and there is the water in the type. So there is Christ and 

there is the Spirit applying to your life the efficacy of Calvary. The ash and water mixture was to be sprin-

kled seven times upon the penitent to show that the cleansing was complete. Sometimes there were pi-

ous people who had that sprinkling brought right into their homes. You know, we ought to have our TV's 

sprinkled with that water! We ought to have our radios sprinkled with that water! We ought to have our 

books and magazines sprinkled with that water! We ought to have our cooking pots sprinkled with that 

water! Our wardrobes ought to be sprinkled, and we should write over the doors of our home, "I am not 

my own, Lord. I am Thine." Thus we would be cleansed from all the defilement which results from contact 

with those who are dead in their sins. 

 

The Two Sparrows 
 

Leprosy is a type of sin that erodes and corrodes and suppurates poison. When we study the law of the 

leper, we find that there is a provision made for three kinds of leprosy---leprosy of the body, leprosy of 

the house, and leprosy of the garment. (Leviticus 13, 14). Leprosy of the body---the life lived in the flesh; 

leprosy of the house---our homes; leprosy of garments---our clothes and our righteousness and outward 

deeds---all these may be leprous. There are some homes that are leprous, and the contagion spreads to 

the children. There are some clothes that are leprous and hearts are defiled! There are bodies that are 

leprous, and generations yet unborn are contaminated. But the leper was not hopeless. He might be 

cleansed! You remember Jesus told the leper He had healed, "Go shew thyself to the priest and offer for 

thy cleansing the things that Moses and the law command." Matthew 8:4. He was to bring with him a 

piece of cedar, scarlet cloth, hyssop, a clean earthenware pot, and two sparrows. He was to come to the 

court of the sanctuary and there a priest would meet him. Together they would walk out to a living 

stream and take a scoop of water into his earthen vessel. They would then return to the door of the tab-

ernacle. Here the priest would explain to the cleansed man what the ceremony meant. The leper must 

stay outside. The priest would step just inside the court. This Mishnic tract that gives the details of this 

ceremony is called "Negaim." The priest at this juncture takes one of the sparrows and pinches off its 

head allowing its blood to mingle with the water in the earthen vessel. Leviticus 14:5. So now there was a 

fountain of "blood and water." John 19:34. They had, “…this treasure in an earthen vessel, that the excel-

lency of the power might be from God, and not from us.” 2 Corinthians 4:7. Also, "As for the living bird, he 

shall take it, cedar wood, scarlet, hyssop and dip them and the living bird in the blood of the bird that was 

killed over the running water." Leviticus 14:6. The priest next took the short cedar branch the leper had 

brought, and tied the hyssop on to the cedar with the scarlet cloth or ribbon, like a corn stalk broom. He 

dipped this hyssop into the water and blood and sprinkled the leper seven times. Now he let the living 
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bird loose in an open field after he had dipped it in the water and blood. After Christ died, He, too, arose 

up into the open heavens. The leper brought two sparrows. When the poor little bird was killed it fell to 

the ground. A farthing was one of the smallest coins. Christ was trying to show that the plan of salvation 

costs man very little, but entailed the death of the sacrifice when He said, "Are not two sparrows sold for 

a farthing? And one of them shall not fall to the ground without your Father." Matthew 10:29. You know, 

the gospel is wrapped up in the life story of the homely brown sparrow! Where does a sparrow like to 

live? Under the roof of our homes. So Christ came and pitched His tent alongside of the tents of men. 

What food does a sparrow like to eat? The crumbs that fall from the master's table. So Christ came, lived 

among men and died to carry into the highest heavens the redemption that His blood had purchased! 

 

All this was done for the leper. He was shaved and sprinkled, on the seventh day he came to the door of 

the court. This time he brought a sacrificial animal and oil. As he stood outside, the outer veil was uplifted. 

Inside the court was the priest and inside the road to glorification, but he was still outside. The priest said 

to him in effect, "Put your head over the line." And so over the line that marked the court from the camp, 

he put his head. The priest took some blood from the sacrifice the leper had brought and anointed his 

right ear. Then the leper stepped back. The priest said again, "Put in your hand." He put in his right hand 

and the priest anointed his thumb. He drew it back. The priest said, "Put in your right foot." As he put in 

his right foot, the priest anointed his big toe. What do you do with your ears? Hear! Whom? Christ. Our 

ears must be anointed. What do you do with your right hand? Work! What do you do with your feet? 

Walk! So our hearing, our working and our walking must be anointed with Calvary's blood. Then the priest 

put some of the oil where the blood had been placed on the leper's ear, hand, and foot. Oil symbolizes 

what? The Holy Spirit! We must be anointed both by the blood of Christ and the oil of the Spirit! Then, 

and only then, the road to triumph was open to the leper. 

 

The Two Goats 
 

The third ceremony dealing with defilement revolved around two goats. It was the yearly service of the 

tabernacle. Its purpose was to remove sin from the camp of Israel. It occurred on the tenth day of the 

seventh month, and was called the Day of Atonement, or the Day of Judgment. It is now called "Yom Kip-

pur" by the Jews. On this day the climax of all the ceremonies of Israel reached focus. The high. priest 

alone carried out the services. He did not sleep the night before. He reviewed all his tasks. At dawn he 

washed himself, and washed all the sacrificial animals that were to be offered that day. Examining their 

skin square inch by square inch, in case during the night a pimple developed. It could have had a "spot” 

and so would not be used!  Note: "And on the fifth day nine bullocks, two rams, and fourteen lambs of the 

first year without spot." Numbers 29:26. And, "That He might present it to Himself a glorious church, not 

having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish." Ephesians 5:27.  

Also, "For then shalt thou lift up thy face without spot; yea, thou shalt be steadfast, and shalt not fear." 

Job 11:15. When the priest was satisfied that the animals were absolutely without blemish, he ap-

proached the morning sacrifice and waited for the herald of that day to shout, "It is sanctified." He then 

slew the animal and offered the morning sacrifice with all its intricate details. It took him perhaps two 

hours to cut and skin and dissect and offer it on the altar, washing its parts. He would then carry out the 

regular duties of the day, preparing the seven-branched candlestick by taking out the old wick with the 

snuffers, removing the ash, and putting fresh oil in. He sparked the lamps with a coal from the altar of 

sacrifice. He would next offer incense on the golden altar. Then he would wash himself, lay aside his pon-

tifical robes and put on the white robes of a common priest. 

 

Coming into the court, he would find a bullock waiting for him. "Aaron shall come into the holy place with 

a bullock, and he shall put on the holy linen coat, linen breeches, girded with a linen girdle mitre on his 

head; therefore, shall he wash his flesh and so put them on." Leviticus 16:4. He slew this bullock, "for him-

self and for his house." Leviticus 16:6. Taking up a censer with coals from the brazen altar and a handful of 

incense he went through the holy place towards the northern end of the veil which separated the holy 

from the most holy place. With his elbow he opened the veil and, perhaps for the first time in his life, he 
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found himself in the most holy place. He then sidled, with his back to the veil, until he was in front of the 

ark. Then he stepped over the rod with which the ark was carried until he stood between the two rods, 

the ends of which were out in the holy place. Stepping towards the ark, he put the censer on the floor, 

poured the incense on the coals, and immediately the most holy place was filled with the fragrance of in-

cense. Then, backing up until he felt the veil, he sidled to its southern end once more. He must never turn 

his back to the ark. It was too sacred. Then he went out into the court and washed his hands and his feet 

at the laver. Picking up the golden bowl containing the bullock's blood that one of his helpers had been 

stirring to prevent it from coagulating, he went back into the most holy place. He goes to the northern 

end of the veil as before, opens it and stands between the veil and the mercy seat with the fragrant in-

cense now rising before him. Dipping his finger into the blood he smears it on the mercy seat. So the high 

priest fearfully enters the presence of God with incense and blood. In Hebrews, Paul, describing the work 

of the high priest, summarizes, "So also Christ glorified not Himself to be made an high priest; but He that 

said unto Him, "Thou art My Son, to day have I begotten Thee." Hebrews 5:5. Most commentators declare 

that the bullock's blood was offered by the high priest because he was the sinner. But he had already of-

fered the morning sacrifice. Had he been still sinful, like Nadab and Abihu, he would have been destroyed 

before he entered the most holy place. This offering of the bullock's blood is very significant. I submit for 

your meditation that Christ first presented His petition to His Father. This is symbolized by the incense 

which the high priest first took into the most holy place. Our Lord's intercessory prayer is recorded in John 

17. Then, before He could minister on behalf of His people, as He in effect told Mary on the resurrection 

morning, "I must first be endorsed by My Father." John 20:17. He ascended to God and was accepted as 

man's representative. So with intercession and blood Christ was established as the Advocate for God's 

people. “My little children, these things write I unto you, that ye sin not. And if any man sin, we have an 

advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous: And He is the propitiation for our sins: and not for 

ours only, but also for the sins of the whole world.” 1 John 2:1-2. 

 

Having sprinkled the bullock's blood on the ark the high priest returned to the court. He took the goat's 

blood, after he had slain the one on which the Lord’s lot fell, and entered the most holy place for the third 

time. Where he had presented the bullock's blood, he offered the goat's blood. He came into the holy 

place and mixed the goat's and bullock’s blood in front of the golden altar. Then he sprinkled the altar and 

the veil with the mixture of the blood. You can read the details in the Mishnic tractate "Yoma." So the 

high priest had been in the most holy place three times, with incense, the blood of the bullock, and the 

blood of the goat, up to this point in the ritual. Entering the court again he carried out the ceremony con-

nected with Azazel. This part of the ritual we know. Azazel was banished to the wilderness bearing the 

guilt of which he was guilty. After he offered the evening sacrifice, the high priest went in to the most holy 

place for the fourth time. He picked up the censer of incense that had been smoking all day and brought it 

into the holy place, with the result that "the whole house was full of smoke." Remember Revelation 15:8? 

Isaiah 64:4? Then he took the censer outside. This meant that intercession had ceased and probation had 

closed. Then the trumpet was sounded to inaugurate the jubilee and the people were free! In this ritual of 

the two goats, the completion. The climax of all the ceremonies of the plan of salvation was reached. Aza-

zel is a symbol of the devil. When the whole work had been completed in type, the guilt was laid upon 

him. We use the word "bear" to describe Azazel’s part. He was to "bear” the guilt into the wilderness.  

 

We say too, "Christ bore our sins." Hebrews 9:28. The words are used accurately. But, the connotation we 

place on each is different. Unless he is careful, the superficial reader may think that we Adventists make 

Azazel our sin-bearer. But that is silly! "Without the shedding of blood there is no remission of sins." He-

brews 9:22. Azazel never died in the ritual! "The wages of sin is death." Romans 6:23. Azazel did not die. 

In the wilderness he was to adumbrate Satan during the millennium. For a thousand years Satan will be in 

a land not inhabited. The universe will look down and say, "Is this the man that made the earth to trem-

ble?" Isaiah 14:16. Why is it that the guilt is put upon Azazel or Satan? The reason may be simply illustrat-

ed something like this: This auditorium may grow very warm. I ask one of the ushers to open a window. 

He takes a pole to push it up. As he is passing a foot darts out, a mischievous foot, and he is tripped. He 

plunges the end of the rod through the window and it is broken! Who broke the window? Why, we all saw 
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that the usher broke the window, of course! But we did not see that darting foot. So, with the sinner, we 

see him sin, but we do not always see the foot that has tripped him. The tempter must be exposed to the 

universe, when all his work is completed. Oh, yes, we've all sinned! We must die! But Christ died for us, 

for everyone. He does not only bear the sins of the righteous. Christ has borne every sin of every man that 

ever came into the world. The purpose of the ceremony with Azazel is to point out to the universe that 

Satan is the instigator of all sin. When the millennium is complete, if we are inside the city of God we shall 

see outside those who are lost. We shall see them gritting their teeth and wanting to drag Christ from His 

rainbow arched throne. Then we shall say without any questioning. "Just and holy are Thy ways, Thou 

King of saints." Revelation 15:3. Even if tears run down our faces in anguish at the loss of loved ones we 

shall know God's ways are right. The promise is that at that time God will wipe away all tears from off all 

faces. If my little daughter is outside, it will take God to dry the fountain of my tears. Won’t it be so with 

you? That is why the story in Revelation is put the way it is! We see in these services of cleansing the 

complete method by which God proposes to remove guilt. This is the profoundest transaction, the most 

thrilling event, in the history of the universe. May God help us to study these symbols so as to understand 

His love more fully. 
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Shadows of His Sacrifice 

  
An adaptation to audio by Eddie Fy of Leslie Hardinge’s book, Shadows of His Sacrifice. His original work is 

available for purchase online, or downloadable as a free PDF. 

 

Study 7 – FESTIVALS OF JOY 
 

 Adventists cherish a book by J.N. Andrews, which was revised by Conradi, called The History of the Sab-

bath. Almost in every chapter there is a footnote referring to the works of Robert Cox. In 1865 Robert Cox 

published two volumes titled, The Literature of the Sabbath Question. He collected every text in the Bible 

that deals with the Sabbath, either directly or indirectly; adding every statement that Philo, Josephus, and 

the other Jewish fathers wrote, and included the church fathers, Catholic and Greek, adding every decla-

ration by Protestant writers until the date of publication. It is a monumental and magnificent work! Re-

garding questions you have on most statements men have made on the Sabbath, you can find answers in 

The Literature of the Sabbath Question. While in Edinburgh I made the discovery that Robert Cox present-

ed to the National Library of Scotland, in a special Cox bequest, all his books and tracts on the Sabbath. 

One day I thought I'd ask the librarian, "Where is the Cox Bequest housed?" She looked quizzical and said, 

"I don't know! Nobody has ever asked me that question before. I'll go and see." She came back in a mi-

nute or two with a bunch of keys and took me upstairs to a vaulted room, overlooking Advocates Close in 

the ancient city of Edinburgh under the shadow of St. Giles Cathedral. Just across the road is the Church of 

the Covenanters where some ancient Christians signed the covenant to be faithful to God, with their 

blood. I stood in a room about 20 feet in diameter. From floor to ceiling, were shelves of books gathered 

from the ends of Europe by this Presbyterian lawyer and antiquarian, Robert Cox. He never kept the Sab-

bath though his hobby was collecting everything written on the Sabbath! There were handwritten pam-

phlets written in the 8th and 9th centuries that he had dug out of libraries and monasteries in Europe, in-

cunabulae, books published before the invention of printing; and then all published books he could lay his 

hands on---thousands of works. His Literature of the Sabbath Question is a bibliography on a vast scale. In 

a second-hand book store in Edinburgh was found a bound volume of pamphlets. On its title page was,  

"The Works of Pope." Inside this book was a tract called, "Septenary Institutions." It was anonymous. I 

read it through and thought, "The style sounds just like Cox." I asked the librarian and she said, "It is at-

tributed to Robert Cox." I replied, "I thought so." What I am about to tell you, I got out of that book by 

Cox, one of the greatest authorities on the Sabbath. 

  

The Meaning of the Word Sabbath 
 

Cox was interested in the etymology of the word "Sabbath." As I have said before, I believe the Holy Spirit 

has put his hand over certain words in the Bible that are not translated. What does Sabbath mean? This is 

what Robert Cox suggests: The word "Sabbath" consists of six letters in transliteration but only three in 

Hebrew. Cox divides this into two parts. He suggests that Sabbath consists of "Sab” and "Bath." The root 

of "Sab” is "Ab." "Ab” we find in the English words "abbott" and "abbey." In Paul's writing we see that 

"abba" means father. Put an "s" in front of it, and you get "sab." How many of you have been to India? 

Who is "sab?" A master, a learned man. "Sab” or "sahib” means "respected sir," "revered sir," "learned 

sir," or "learned father." That is what Robert Cox suggests is the significance of "Sab” in Sabbath. Now the 

"ath" at the end of Sabbath may have been the original pronunciation or it may have been modified to 

"oth", Cox suggests. If you will look up Strong's Concordance, you will find that this word "oth" means 

“sign." I go down the street looking for a red and white striped spiral rod. What am I looking for? A bar-

ber's shop! If you saw "Rx", what would you think of? A drug store! The Hebrew word "ath" designates a 

symbol of some profession or place. When the Hebrews put a "b" in front of it, they changed the vowel to 

"eth." For example, "Bethlehem." What does this mean? "House of Bread" or "home of the baker." That is 

where the Bread of Life came into the world, so it was a perfectly appropriate name for the birthplace of 
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Jesus! Other names were Bethabara, Bethphage, and Bethel. The prefix "B" indicates the home or dwell-

ing place or the resting place designated by the sign or mark. So Sabbath, Cox suggests, indicates the rest-

ing place of the everlasting Father and is His sign. When I first read Cox's suggestion and remembered that 

the Sabbath is a, "sign between Me and you throughout your generations," Exodus 31:13; Ezekiel 20:20. I 

thought that this was possibly one reason why the Spirit of God had not allowed the translators to render 

the Hebrew word into English. To translate Sabbath as rest would indicate what the Sabbath is intended 

to do and not what the word means. 

 

The Sabbath pervaded all Hebrew reckonings of time. The Sabbath has been observed from the beginning. 

Yet the question is often asked, "Can it be proven that the Sabbath falls on Saturday?" The Jews have kept 

it without a break for at least three thousand years. The Christian Church has kept Easter Sunday, which is 

the first day of the week, nearly two thousand years. So the weekly cycle has never been interrupted. 

Webster's Unabridged Dictionary or the Encyclopedia Britannica will clarify this. God organized Hebrew 

annual reckonings on the basis of the Sabbath. The year generally had twelve months. It may have had 

thirteen on occasion. The two kinds of years, civil and sacred, ran side by side. The first month of the sa-

cred year was the seventh month of the civil year. The seventh month of the civil year, in turn was the 

first of the sacred year. So seven interlocked in the Hebrew reckoning of time. 

  

Passover 
 

 The first sacred month was important because on the tenth day the Paschal lamb was set aside, to be 

slain on the 14th. Jesus Christ was condemned to die by the Sanhedrin four days before the crucifixion on 

the tenth day. Having set the Lamb of God apart the Jewish people awaited only an opportunity to put 

Him to death. Following the triumphal entry on Palm Sunday after the sun was set, He was condemned to 

death. On the 10th day the Lamb of God was set aside. On the 14th day the Passover lamb was to be slain. 

From the 15th for a week, the feast of unleavened bread was celebrated. On the 16th the Wave Sheaf was 

presented before the Lord. All this took place in the first religious month, which was the seventh civil 

month. "This month shall be unto you the beginning of months: it shall be the first month of the year to 

you." Exodus 12:2. This pointed to Jesus Christ. He was condemned on the 10th, died on the 14th, rested in 

the grave on the 15th, rose again, as the Wave Sheaf, on the 16th as a kind of first-fruits and as a guaranty 

of the great harvest that will be gathered into heaven at the end of the world. 

 

Let us study the Passover. The unleavened bread meant freedom from sin. Jesus says, "Beware of the 

leaven of the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy!" Luke 12:1. The Pharisees believed in righteousness by works. 

They were hypocrites. They had two standards. One standard they gave their children, or tried to, and the 

other standard they failed to live up to themselves. Let us beware of having two standards. We often pal-

liate our own weakness. That is Phariseeism. Beware of the leaven of the Sadducees, which is materialism. 

The Sadducees did not believe in the supernatural or in the afterlife. They were materialists. This life was 

all that mattered. Beware of that philosophy. "Beware of the leaven of Herod," Mark 8:15, which is poli-

tics. Herod was an Edomite, descended from Esau. He was no Jew, but a temporizing politician who wad-

ed to the throne through blood. He believed in power as a creed. Beware of the leaven of Herod. All leav-

en must be removed before the children of Israel could cross the Red Sea and turn their faces toward Ca-

naan. 

 

The Paschal lamb was to be eaten roasted. Eadie explains how Jews roasted this lamb. They passed a rod 

from its throat to its vent so that it would be rotated as we do on a pit barbecue. They spread out its chest 

cavity with another stick at right angles to that rod. Thus for 1500 years the paschal sacrifice had been 

spitted on a cross of wood! Without a bone broken. "Crucified," the lamb was prepared to be eaten with 

bitter herbs. There were endive and similar greens. Unleavened bread, endive, the lamb, and then the cup 

of wine, these were partaken of at the Passover. Since the Passover occurred in March, there are no 

grapes. Grapes ripen in August. To obtain unfermented wine they reconstituted raisins. We did the same 

for our Communion Service during the war. Water, the emblem of the Holy Spirit, brings out again the 
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juice of the dried grapes, symbol of the new covenant in His blood. And so Israel ate the Egyptian Passo-

ver with their loins girt and their clothes on, ready to go. But in the Jerusalem Passover, they ate it reclin-

ing. This was to suggest that they had now ended their pilgrim way, and were now at rest. 

  

Pentecost 
  

What were the Hebrews to count from the 16th day of the first month? Seven Sabbaths. "And ye shall 

count unto you from the morrow after the Sabbath, from the day that ye brought the sheaf of the wave 

offering; seven Sabbaths shall be complete: Even unto the morrow after the seventh Sabbath shall ye 

number fifty days; and ye shall offer a new meat offering unto the Lord." Leviticus 23:15-16. They had a 

Sabbath of weeks. As we have already seen in the interlocking seven month periods each year they had 

months in which to remember the Sabbath. Then from the 16th day of the first sacred month, which was 

the day of the resurrection, they were to count seven Sabbaths. On the morrow following the seventh 

Sabbath, fifty days, Pentecost occurred. Paul tells us that when Israel left Egypt. "They were all baptized 

into Moses in the cloud and in the sea." 1 Corinthians 10:4. The Red Sea was a type of baptism. Baptism is 

a symbol of the burial of Christ. On the 16th day after the Passover in Egypt, the Hebrews came out of that 

watery grave on their way to Canaan. Fifty days after that they stood at the foot of Sinai. On Sabbath the 

Father and Son came down on the Mount. Side by side, Father and Son, on the fifteenth day, proclaimed 

the law. Ever after Israel was to remember what happened on that first Pentecost. At Pentecost two 

wheat loaves were offered. As we have noted Pentecost not only commemorated the giving of the law on 

Sinai, it also looked forward to the giving of the Spirit in fullness. The Passover not only commemorated 

the escape from Egypt, it also looked forward to Christ the Passover Who would die for the world. 

  

New Moons 
  

Every month had a new moon festival marking the first day. This new moon festival on the seventh month 

had special ceremonies. Each month, as the new moon was sighted, the priest took the trumpet and 

sounded a blast. On the Mount of Olives he would light a fire, and all over Palestine these would be stra-

tegically placed on mountaintops. When they saw that flame, they would know the new month had been 

sanctified. The day that followed, New Month Day, the people had a holiday. Month is but a corruption of 

moon. New Moon Day was especially a festival for women. It they wished to have a Bible study they might 

visit the prophet. (2nd Kings 4:23). The Sabbath and the New Moon are two festivals we shall observe in 

the New Earth. "And it shall come to pass, that from one new moon to another, and from one Sabbath to 

another, shall all flesh come to worship before Me,” saith the Lord." Isaiah 66:23. Each "New Moon" day 

we shall go up to Jerusalem to eat the new fruit from the Tree of Life. "In the midst of the street of it, and 

on either side of the river, was there the tree of life, which bare twelve manner of fruits, and yielded her 

fruit every month: and the leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations. And there shall be no 

more curse: but the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it; and his servants shall serve him." Revela-

tion 22:2-3. The purpose of that fruit is for the healing of the nations. Then "there will be no more curse." 

Every month God provided a day in which the women could look forward to the time when the curse 

would be over. The healing power for the life cycle of humanity will be restored in the new heavens and 

the new earth. Every month in this festival the mystic church, symbolized by a virtuous woman, was to 

look forward to the time of her complete restoration. 

  

Feast of Trumpets 
  

The seventh New Moon festival on the first day of the civil year is called the Feast of Trumpets. On that 

day, not only were lamps lighted but also everyone got a trumpet, or shell, or ram's horn. When the priest 

sounded the silver trumpet in the sanctuary, everyone sounded his trumpet, too, because later on the 

tenth day would fall the Day of Atonement and all must get ready. 
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Day of Atonement 
  

The Day of Atonement is the Day of Judgment to the Jewish people. Then the souls of all men will come 

up before Jehovah. On the tenth day they were to set a trumpet to every lip. Joel tells us to sound an 

alarm because the day of judgment is near, "Multitudes, multitudes in the valley of decision: for the day of 

the Lord is near in the valley of decision." Joel 3:14. It is remarkable that in 1833 William Miller received 

his license to preach. For ten years thereafter he proclaimed that the judgment was coming and that the 

end of the world was near. While he missed his calculation, on the tenth day of the seventh month, 22nd 

of October, 1844 as we know, the judgment began in the Day of Atonement services, in the heavenly 

sanctuary. In the first sacred month, the lamb was set aside on the tenth day. In the seventh sacred 

month, the Lamb in the midst of the throne provided His blood for the cleansing of every sinner. "And I 

beheld, and, lo, in the midst of the throne and of the four beasts, and in the midst of the elders, stood a 

Lamb as it had been slain, having seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God sent forth 

into all the earth." Revelation 5:6. On the 14th day of the first month the angel passed over those who 

were covered with the blood; in the seventh month the angel of mercy will spare those who are covered 

by this blood. 

  

Feast of Tabernacles 
  

In the seventh month there was also a week of festival, just as there was in the first month. The Feast of 

Unleavened Bread corresponds to the Feast of Tabernacles. For one week the children of Israel left their 

homes and lived in booths. They generally made their shelters out of palm leaves. In Mexico and other 

countries they still make shelters and walls of leaves. For one week Israel was to remember that life on 

earth was a pilgrimage. The Feast of Tabernacles has not yet met its fulfillment. In 1844 the Day of 

Atonement reached its antitype. For 115 years the work of judgment has been going on. When this is 

complete the real Feast of Tabernacles will occur. For the Feast of Tabernacles on earth, the children of 

Israel were required to journey to Jerusalem. When the real Feast of Tabernacles takes place, we shall 

journey to the New Jerusalem. There we shall live in a temporary abode until the new heavens and new 

earth are created and every man inherits his possession. 

 

On the last day of the Feast of Tabernacles, known as, "the great day," John 7:37, occurred a special cer-

emony. When the children of Israel were in the wilderness, the priest went out to the water gushing from 

the smitten rock. In Jerusalem they descended from Mt. Moriah or Zion, into the narrow valley below, and 

found their way to the pool of Siloam. The priests dipped their pitchers into it and with joy gathered water 

from the wells of salvation. Putting the pitchers on their shoulders they ascended the slopes of Moriah, 

with Olivet on one side and the Kidron trickling at  their feet. The priest went ten paces and paused and 

the Levite choirs joined in paeans of praise for the River of Life that was flowing for the benefit of Israel. 

Then the priest took ten more steps, and again there was another stanza. So the priests made their way 

with slow dignity till they entered the temple gates into the courtyard. They moved ten paces at a time 

until they stood at the east of the great altar. There stood two lily-shaped funnels, made of gold. Into one 

a priest poured water; into the other he poured wine. The water and the wine flowed mingling down un-

der the altar, and joined in a stream that went down into the Kedron, and so on into the Dead Sea. Two 

years ago we went underneath where that altar had stood, beneath the Dome of the Rock. I said to my-

self, "I wonder whether those openings are there?" Sure enough, they are there today! The Moslem guide 

said, "When the temple of Solomon was built here, these openings are where the blood, wine, and water 

flowed down." This twin stream of water and blood, or water and wine, for the wine symbolizes blood, 

went on to the Dead Sea. The Dead Sea is a symbol of "people and multitudes and nations and lan-

guages," that is "dead in their trespasses and sins." The life giving stream is to go thither as Ezekiel 47 de-

scribes. Wherever it goes, the water, or peoples, are healed. "And you, being dead in your sins and the 

uncircumcision of your flesh, hath he quickened together with him, having forgiven you all trespasses; 

Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to us, and took it out 
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of the way, nailing it to his cross." Colossians 2:13-14. Also, "And he saith unto me, "The waters which 

thou sawest, where the whore sitteth, are peoples, and multitudes, and nations, and tongues." Revelation 

17:15. 

 

Jesus watched for a while as the priests were coming in and pouring the water on the "last day, the great 

day of the feast." At last He moved to a raised portico and called out, with a loud voice, to the millions 

assembled before Him, "In the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried, saying, "If any 

man thirst, let him come unto Me, and drink." John 7:37. Josephus tells us that the Passover and other 

feasts in the time of Christ were attended by three and a half million souls. The Jews record that they 

killed as many as 250,000 lambs in one Passover! Jesus stood there with the multitudes milling around. 

They had come from the North and the South and the East and the West, a few from this village, more 

from that other town. And as they entered those pilgrim ways, they would sing the songs of Zion. The 

multitudes, coming out of the hills would hear that song and join them. At even-time, 3,500,000 people 

would take up the well-known choruses of Israel of old and sing songs of praise to Jehovah. Can you pic-

ture that? 3,400,000 people, singing the great Hillel that David had written a thousand years before! Jesus 

stood there and called out on that last day, that great day of the feast, "If any man thirst, let him come 

unto Me and drink." He was the smitten rock. It was from His heart the cleansing stream was to flow. 

Some few came! In the evening, to the right and to the left of the entry way into the magnificent temple 

two great "flambeaux" were lighted and the whole temple area illuminated. The light blazed over into 

Olive's brow a quarter of a mile away. That evening Jesus said, "I am the Light of the world," John 8:12, 

not those symbols in the temple but He Himself was the true Light. Those lamps had commemorated the 

pillar of fire that had illumined Israel in days gone by. They were emblems of Israel, too. That is why pious 

Hebrews today have the seven-branched candlestick in every home. But you know, Jesus said, in effect, 

when He wrote to the church, made up mainly of converted Jews in the first century, "If you do not love, if 

you do not live...the candlestick will go out; it will be taken away." Revelation 2:5. One day the armies of 

Titus rode up from the Dead Sea along the Jericho road. They cantered into the valley of the Kidron and 

scaled the walls and put out the light of Israel. The candle was extinguished. The heritage was removed. 

The kingdom was taken away and given to another people bringing forth fruits in righteousness. Jesus 

said, "Therefore say I unto you, "The kingdom of God shall be taken from you, and given to a nation bring-

ing forth the fruits thereof." Matthew 21:43. The concept of the  Sabbath is an integral part of Christian 

life and worship. 

  

The Sabbath---Sign of the Creator 
  

And so, in this sweep of the recording of time for a year, we see interlocking Sabbaths. We see every 

fourth week the Feast of New Moon. We see in the first and seventh month twin ceremonies, Passover 

and Tabernacles, the beginning, the climax, the starting out on the road when the first-born was saved to 

the harvest home and the Feast of Tabernacles. Not only was there a Pentecost of days, but also there 

was a Pentecost of years, and the jubilee took place every fifty years. Not only was there a Sabbath of 

days and a Sabbath of weeks and a Sabbath of months, but also there was a Sabbath of years. Every sev-

enth year was the Sabbatical year. Have you ever tried to figure out how much time Israel was required to 

spend in worship? Every seventh day, every new moon. All the men had to travel to Jerusalem three times 

a year; and the women could if they wished. What would happen if you lived 100 miles away and you had 

to walk the distance or go on a donkey? It would take you three days to get there and three days to get 

back, and the festival lasted eight, so you spent three weeks at the Passover. You spent more than three 

weeks at the Day of Atonement and Tabernacles. If you wanted to go for Pentecost, you will remember 

that Paul says, "I am hurrying that I may get to Jerusalem by Pentecost." Acts 20:16, you spend more 

time! An Israelite devoted a month or more just on festivals, maybe two months if he lived far away! 

Then, every seventh year they were not to do any work. They were to study the Scriptures. When the fif-

tieth year came, not only did they have the seventh of the last cycle, but they also had the fiftieth so there 

were two years in which they were not to work. What did they have to do then? God prescribes it. They 

should study the law. There are some folk who can't afford to spend time to come for ten days to a camp 
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meeting to study. They are too busy! They've got time for golf and boating, but to study? No! Israel did 

exactly the same thing. They quit coming to the sanctuary after a while. You read, "The ways of Zion do 

mourn because none come to the solemn feasts." Lamentations 1:4. Israel’s knowledge of all these things 

died. We do not maintain knowledge without effort. If I know something vividly today, if I'm not careful, 

in a year from now I will know only a tithe of it. If I don’t think about it anymore, in two or three years I 

won’t remember anything about it. Knowledge doesn't remain. You've got to keep up with it all the time. 

So Israel left out of their thinking all this interlocking movement of the seventh day, the seventh week, the 

seventh month, the seventh year, the pentecost of days, the pentecost of years---left them all out. Mate-

rialism took hold of them and the leaven of the Sadducees came into their lives and they perished. The 

Lord warned us that the people would say, "What are we going to do about dangers, and robbers and 

poverty?" And He promised, "Thrice in the year shall all your men children appear before the Lord God, the 

God of Israel. For I will cast out the nations before thee, and enlarge thy borders: neither shall any man 

desire thy land, when thou shalt go up to appear before the Lord thy God thrice in the year." Exodus 

34:23-24.  

 

One day very soon the work of the tenth day of the seventh month will be finished and the trumpet of 

jubilee will sound. Paul says, "The trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we 

shall be changed. For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality." 

1 Corinthians 15:52-53. Great chariots of fire will sweep us from this earth through corridors of illimitable 

space, and we shall stand at last before the throne of God in that new heaven and that new earth. This is 

our home. For a thousand years we shall spend a vacation with Jesus, living with Him. There is plenty of 

room, "in My Father’s house," John 14:2. Jesus promised. He has made perfect provision for all of us. In all 

this teaching concerning time, God was trying to push the minds of Israel forward, forward. Time is lent to 

us to prepare for something that is ahead. In the sacrificial system, the atonement of Christ is depicted. In 

the mediation of the priest and his life of service, the intercession of Christ is portrayed. In all the cere-

monies connected with time, our relationship to eternity is suggested. Oh, may the Spirit of God come 

upon us to help us to study that we may become cognizance of the light that is streaming to us from the 

Bible. 

  

Conclusion 
 

We have come to the end of this series of seven meditations upon the symbolism of Jesus Christ and His 

ministry, and of the church and of the human soul. God's purposes are here revealed symbolically, picto-

rially, so that as we observe, though there may be no voice, no language, they may speak to us the lan-

guage of Canaan. One thing I have tried to do---to reveal Jesus portrayed in these types and ceremonies. 

Now I make one request of you that when you go home, you will "study to show yourself approved of 

God,” 2 Timothy 2:15, that you will take the Bible and read it. Get all the passages relative to some 

theme. Quietly, as you are thinking each morning, or during the day, or when you're driving your automo-

bile, let these ideas go through your mind. I can promise you that the Bible will be the most interesting, 

the most thrilling, the most inspiring, the most Christ-revealing Book that you have ever encountered. 

How much time should you spend? Fifteen minutes a day will amaze you. You could read the Bible 

through easily in a year spending fifteen minutes a day. The Holy Spirit will help you. Jesus will manifest 

Himself to you. I am wondering whether there are any who will be ready to covenant with me, that, by 

the grace of God, we will spend a minimum of 15 minutes a day, studying our Bibles? Do not do it if you 

think you are not going to, but if you think you would like to do it by God's help, will you stand with me 

before the throne. God bless you all. I can promise that you are going to see a change in your lives with 

consistent Bible study. In our prayers we speak to God. In Bible study God speaks to us. May God bless 

you as you go to your families and as you study the Bible with them. May He speak to your hearts. May He 

make us all men and women of the Word, really knowing it, and, above all, living it day by day. 

 


